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Essay contest to give out last Dalai Lama ticket
By Matt Hose
^SanWcgP

^versiiy

Though the student tickets are
sold out to see His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama in person for his
upcoming visit to USD, students have
one last chance to secure a ticket.
The tickets were available for online
reservation on Monday, Feb. 20 for
the Dalai Lama's USD appearance on
April 18, but a technological glitch
left many students without tickets.
Because of a. programming
error in the ticket system set up by
Information Technology Systems,
many students received a notification
that their MySanDiego user names
were not valid. The error was fixed
around 11 a.m. by ITS, but within
minutes the tickets were completely
sold out.
Freshman Kara Skarzynski was
one of those eager students who
experienced
disappointment
on
that Monday morning. According
to Skaryznski, she attempted to
get her tickets to the Dalai Lama
event at exactly 10 a.m., only to
discover that the site would not
allow her to purchase them. Anxious
and disappointed, she went to her
scheduled class. When she got out of
class at 12:10, she said she realized
that the student tickets were already
sold out. The prospect of the sold-out
student tickets did not discourage her
though.
"I was still willing to pay $25 for
the public tickets [that went] on sale
Wednesday," Skarzynski said. "But
the server was on overload at 10 a.m.
on Wednesday morning, and by 10:08
a.m. all the public tickets had sold
out."
Freshman Jackson Somes said
that he encountered the same problem
on the Dalai Lama ticket website. He
said that he refreshed the page for an
hour to no avail.
"By the time I got out of class
at 12:05,1 heard that [the event] was
sold out," Somes said.
Skarzynski said that she was
frustrated with these failed attempts
to secure a ticket.
"I think all the students should
have a priority to see the Dalai Lama
live before opening it up for public
purchase," Skarzynski said. "Even
though we can watch him on monitors
in the [Hahn University Center] while
he is at the JCP, it is still not the same
as having the opportunity to see him
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Tickets to the Dalai Lama event on campus sold out shortly after a technological glitch on USD's website. An essay contest is now being held to give away a ticket to a student for
free. Essays will be accepted until March 19.

live."
Assistant Vice President for the
Office of Public Affairs Pamela Gray
Payton, who is also a member of the
Dalai Lama Planning Committee,
acknowledged that a mistake was
made in the online system. She said
that a "fundamental error" within the
programming of the ticketing system
caused the failure. Because of this
error, the system did not recognize
some students' user names as valid,
thus giving them the error message.
Payton said that immediately
after realizing the problem, the ITS
team began their efforts to correct
it. Meanwhile, she took down the
user names and information of
angry students outside of the Jenny
Craig Pavilion who were planning
on reserving and immediately

purchasing their tickets. She then
called ITS services to manually
override the error for those students.
They were thereafter able to purchase
tickets smoothly.
Of the approximately 4,500
tickets available for the Dalai Lama's
speech, about 2,000 were reserved
for students, and 1,100 were reserved
for faculty. Payton said that the other
1,400 tickets were required by the
Dalai Lama's representative to be
allocated for public purchase.
Somes said that more tickets
should have been made available for
students to purchase for the visit.
"I think with this opportunity
they should make tickets available
to the highest number of students
possible," Somes said. "And I just
feel that that goal just wasn't met."

Nevertheless, Gray said that
there is not an auditorium at USD big
enough to accommodate all of the
students.
"There's such a great interest, but
it's simply unfortunate there isn't a
big enough facility to hold everyone,"
Gray said.
Freshman Sarah Reinke believes
a more fair method should have been
employed for the distribution of
tickets.
"I think that rather than opening
up ticket sales at one time, when a lot
of students have classes, they should
have done a raffle system," Reinke
said.
Reinke said that a raffle system
would involve every, student having
an equal opportunity to receive a
ticket to see the Dalai Lama, rather

USD student volunteers in
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English majors deserve credit

Women's basketball ties USD record
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Tafazoli creates Tastefood Trifecta

Business entrepreneur Arsalan Tafazoli
generates social change 'in restaurants
downtown.
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Forum on
homeless
population
inS.D.
Shannon Graff, who is homeless,
stated that she lives downtown in a
tent on 6th and G with her husband
of six years. Every morning she and
her husband wake up, shower and put
on fresh clothes. They share a meal
and, since they are both unemployed,
prepare for another day of job hunting.
Shannon came to the USD's Forum on
Homelessness looking for answers to
her questions: "Where are the jobs,
where are the services, where cap my
husband and I go for shelter?"
On Feb. 23, the USD's Joan B.
Kroc Institute of Peace and Justice
Theatre played host to a "Solutions to
Homelessness Forum." Featuring nine
panelists that represented the spectrum
of services, organizations, and
agencies that address homelessness
and its surrounding issues. The event
was billed as "a forum... that will
explore possible solutions to this
widespread social issue" according
to the USD website. The forum was
scheduled in conjunction with Bear

See AMOS, Page 2

IPJ

See TICKETS, Page 2

By Calvin Bair

Wally Amos, founder and
previous owner of Famous Amos
cookies, told audience members
about the importance of living in the
moment, finding one's joy in life and
respecting oneself. Amos spoke to an
audience on Monday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.
in the Joan B. Kroc Institute of Peace
and Justice Theatre.
Amos began his talk with
anecdotes about his early life and
growing up in the South, where he was
bom in 1936. He said that he didn't see
segregation as anything odd as a child.
"I remember having to walk miles
to go to the swimming pool," Amos
said. "Your rights were very, very
limited. As a kid at 12 years old, I
didn't really have a sense of what that
was and what that meant. You don't
have the insight and you don't see it as
anything unusual."
Amos
transitioned
into
a
discussion about two questions he
said he had been thinking about
lately. The first question was, "What

NEWS 1-3

than a lopsided system in which those
without classes get first dibs.
Gray, however, said that USD
used the most balanced method that
was realistically possible. Without
the Internet system, many people
would have camped overnight at the
JCP to retrieve the coveted ticket, she
said. Since many student and faculty
schedules weren't flexible enough to
allow for a Sunday night camping in
line, the Internet ticket system gave
everyone a more equal chance of
receiving a ticket.
"Our goal was to make this
process as convenient as possible,"
Gray said. "It just happened that some
students weren't able to reserve their

The Oscars came and went

The most glamorous awards ceremony
saw some of Hollywood's best and
brightest stars.
PAGE 11

The team ties record for most wins in a
season. Led by members Conners and
Woodrow.
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NEWS
Oscars
obsessions
deemed normal

By Nazin Sedehi
I'm not even going to bother
hiding how much I adore the Academy
Awards. I am also a bit of a movie
junkie. I read reviews religiously. I
have lists of movies (that I have ranked
in order and organized by date) that I
need to see, and I always choose my
favorite nominee for each category
come award season every year.
Oscars day every year is a bit
of ritual. I usually bring out my
homework and plop in front of the
television, with my glasses, around
3 p.m. I like to see the fashion police
attempt to predict what the celebrities
will and should wear while analyzing
their previous fashion choices. I like
seeing the arrivals to the carpet and
sort of giggling at the short, awkward
interviews that the actors and actresses
are subject to participating in. Usually
they're about the dates, the dresses and
Oscar-winner predictions.
I always get excited when the actual
awards start and the host comes out
making jokes. I like seeing the faces of
the people who win and the words that
(hey allow to come out of them seconds
after that. My favorite categories, aside
from the obvious acting ones, are the
two screenplay categories. They're the
ones who started the story. In short, I
love everything about the Oscars. I
love it all.
To be honest, I've never actually
analyzed this one-day obsession of my
mine. It always seemed like there were
a bunch of these fantastic eveninglong events, from the Grammys to
the Super Bowl, so it wasn't odd to
me that 1 had my favorite event of the
year. That is, until I read this lovely
"Time" • article that basically told me
tjiat my "obsession" was totally normal
from the perspective of evolutionary
psychology. Yes, now I am concerned.
According to the article "Oscar
Fixation: Why Are We Obsessed
with Celebrities?" by Alexandra
Sifferlin, humans are social species,
and celebrities are at the top of our
social food chain. This is why we are
so incredibly interested in what those
people are doing and why we scrutinize
every detail of their lives. Hello, gossip
magazines. Apparently, this behavior,
the looking to the alphas of our society
for social cues, is totally natural, and
it probably helped human beings
evolutionarily.
"There's a few different reasons for
that," Daniel Kruger, an evolutionary
psychologist at the University of
Michigan told LiveScience. "One
is just learning what high-status
individuals do so you might more
effectively become one, and two, it's
basically political. Knowing what is
going on with high-status individuals,
you'd be better able to navigate the
social scene."
The article goes on to state that
celebrities share part of the blame
when it comes to the fixations of their
fans. The famous utilize interviews,
Face.book and Twitter to make these
purely one-sided relationships feel the
more two-sided for their fans.
In a 2008 study, researchers at the
University of Buffalo found that these
one-sided relationships are actually
beneficial for those with low selfesteem and minimal interactions with
real people in the real world. The study
required 350 undergraduates to fill out
a self-esteem questionnaire and then
write an essay about their favorite
celebrity. They were then asked to fill
the self-esteem survey out again. Those
who expressed their fond attachment
to a celebrity actually had higher selfesteem levels compared to the first time
that they took the survey.
The article states that this is
because people form mental bonds
with their favorite celebrities and then
pick up similar character traits. These
character traits then make them feel
better about themselves whenever they
think about that particular celebrity.
Okay, fine. Maybe I am in a one
sided relationship with the Oscars.
Maybe I'm a tad obsessed. But I would
just like to say that at least I am not
following Angelina Jolie's leg on
Twitter like some 25,000 people. See?
My normalcy is at least, comparatively,
intact.

EDITOR
Nazin Sedehi

Attendees hope to bring homelessness issue to light
HOMELESS, continued from Front
Page
Guerra's "(In)Visible Project," a
multimedia exhibit that was displayed
in Plaza Menor from Feb. 13 to 25.
The architects of the evening
were Carlton Floyd, professor of
English, J.J. Schlichtman, professor
of sociology and Elizabeth Mason of
the Center for Diversity and Inclusion.
The event was co-sponsored by
University Ministry, as well as the
student organizations Shelter San
Diego and the Student Homeless
Alliance.
Schlichtman
moderated
the
forum and, speaking to a theater twothirds full, the panelists offered their
expertise to preselected questions
which were drawn from earlier
submissions by audience members.
Questions varied from numerical
data to budget requirements, from the
affects of homelessness on students
to the disproportionate number of
veterans found on the streets.
According to Regional Task
Force on the Homeless San Diego's
website, 33 percent have college
experience, 46 percent of sheltered
families are Hispanic, 22 percent of
those accessing emergency shelters
and 30 percent of those living in
transitional housing are veterans. Neil
Rico, a resident at Father Joe's Village,
said that the numbers illustrate that
homelessness can and does affect
people from all walks of life. Rico
worked for U.S. State Department in
the 1980's. Now he resides at Father
Joe's where he continues to selfpublish poetry and search for a new,
stable job.
"Homelessness is an equal
opportunity employer," Rico said.
Pamela Hosmer and Rebecca
Benner of the San Diego Unified
School District spoke about the
disruptive effects homelessness can
have on elementary school children.
"[Some students] fail to turn in
their homework, because they have
lost their I.D. card and cannot log
into the school computers, but are too
embarrassed to tell anyone that they
do not have ten dollars to buy another
one," Benner said.
Hosmer added that sometimes
these same students would save some
or all of their subsidized lunch at
school towards the end of the week
to take home, because "they did not
know if they would eat again that
weekend." They emphasized the
importance of stability and nutrition
in young students, and mentioned that
transferring schools sets a student
back three months of learning, on
average.
Teresa Smith is the director
of Dreams for Change, a nonprofit
agency that provides safe parking,
services, and financial tools to assist
homeless
individuals,
families,
and couples living in their vehicles
according to its website. She spoke
about the rise in first-time residents
arriving at the secure parking lot,
indicative of people who have fallen
into the early stages of homelessness.
Schlichtman
referred
to
her
organization as one of the "first lines
of defense" in regards of keeping
people off of the streets. The newly

Anne Brady/The Vista

Panelist Rick Gentry, CEO of the San Diego Housing Commission, reacts to questions from the crowd during the "Seeking Solutions to
Homelessness in San Diego" forum.

homeless can be unaware of where on 'solutions to homelessness' the
to go, what services they can access crowd was agitated at the lack of
and what benefits they are eligible representation from those most
for from different organizations and affected by the policies and programs
in place: the homeless," Smith
government agencies.
The sole politician on the said. "The audience had come for
panel, Brian Maienschein, is the tough questions and solid answers.
Commissioner of Plan to End We hoped that someone from the
Chronic Homelessness at United Way panel would be to the challenge of
of San Diego. He said that allowing answering [Lynn's] question."
Rick Gentry, CEO of the
the chronically homeless to remain on
the streets costs San Diego taxpayers San Diego Housing Commission,
hundreds of thousands of dollars a answered her question. He responded
year in the form of ambulance rides that he "utterly disagreed" with her
and emergency room visits, for description of how the police were
carrying themselves. He pointed out
example.
Chronically homeless refers to that the Homeless Outreach Team, a
individuals who have been homeless police unit tasked with monitoring
for over a year, or experienced four and assisting homeless individuals,
episodes of homelessness in three was designed to remedy those very
consecutive years and also suffer issues.
"Unfortunately, he did not
from disabling conditions that affect
their ability to live independently. address her complaints of harassment
Mainschein's main point was that, and intimidation, nor did he validate
regardless of ones religion, politics or her plight," Smith said. "He didn't
acknowledge
her
courage
for
opinions of the homeless, we should
all be able to agree that saving money venturing all the way to USD to voice
these critiques to a panel of individuals
is a good idea, and that alone should
compel citizens and city leaders to who were there, ostensibly, to
want to find housing for those living brainstorm solutions to homelessness.
It was an opportunity for the panelists
without shelter.
to address the community members
For the final 30 minutes, the floor
was open and those who had questions present as peers and as partners in
were free to ask them of the panel. A confronting homelessness. Rather
homeless San Diegan who introduced than providing clarity and offering
herself as Lynn stood up and prepared new solutions, they fell back onto
to asked her question about why the rote answers about going to shelters,
homeless were targeted, intimidated 'accessing services' and other tired
and harassed by the police. She responses. Mr. Gentry talked down to
continued saying that the homeless 'Lynn. He patronized her and in doing
had already lost so much, must they so vainly attempted to marginalize
also be subject to such injustices? her criticisms, as if his knowledge of
The question was met with a round of homelessness was somehow superior
to hers."
applause from the audience.
Reactions from the audience
Senior Kenslow Smith said that
were mixed, Mason said that the
at this point the audience was going
about
homelessness
to hear from a homeless individual for discussions
should continue in the future.
the first time that evening.
"[The panel] was a great starting
"For being billed as a panel

Amos makes 'fun' a priority in life

Anne Brady/The Vista

Wally Amos, founder of Famous Amos cookies, gave a talk in the IPJ theatre on Monday,
Feb 27. He encouraged students to find their passions and to enjoy th'eir lives.

AMOS, continued from Front Page
really matters?" Amos said that there
must be something that matters more
than any material object.
"There is so much injustice and
materialism going on," Amos said. "A
lot of things matter. But what is it that
really matters beyond everything else?
1 don't have an answer yet. But on the
way I will discover a lot of things. It
brings you back to your center if you
can narrow it down to what really
matters. Then a lot of things are
excluded from your life. I don't have
a lot of things that are material. We
don't need a lot of shirts and shoes and
all that stuff."
His second question was, "How
mifch is enough?" Amos related what

he described as the irrational need for
possessions and the ephemeral quality
of time.
"When I think about that question,
I am just reminded of all the greed
and excess that goes on in the world,"
Amos said. "It's a good issue to think
about when you consider that the
only time in life is now. There is no
yesterday there will be no tomorrow.
They're just words we give meaning
to, but we can't even prove that there
was a time called yesterday. How
do you define yesterday? How do
you touch yesterday? If you're not
doing what you really love and what
you really want to do in your heart,
when will you do it? What are we
accumulating stuff for?"
Sophomore Melissa Coleman

appreciated Amos' positive attitude
and his disregard for objects of
material importance.
"Wally Amos' positive outlook
on life and emphasis on living in
the moment were refreshing to
hear," Coleman said. "His aversion
to material possessions and trivial
matters is something we should all
strive for."
While reading children's books to
the audience,Amos wore a watermelon
hat and shoes with watermelons on
them. He said that watermelon is his
favorite fruit.
"You can't be sad, angry or
depressed while eating watermelon,"
Amos said. "The fruit will not let me
do that."
Sophomore Anne Brady said
that she enjoyed when Amos shared
his insights and experiences with the
people in attendance.
"He seemed very genuine and
positive, and he was full "of kernels
of wisdom that I could apply to my
own life," Brady said. "He discussed
the importance of having a positive
attitude and having fun. He enforced
the idea that if you're not having fun,
you're doing it wrong."
The end of Amos' talk' centered
on enthusiasm and love as necessary
qualities to have for one's occupation.
"Age may wrinkle the face, but
lack of enthusiasm wrinkles the soul,"
Amos said. "Whatever you're doing,
if it's your choice, you're so connected
to it. You're excited about it...You
can't lose making a decision out of
love."

point for future discussions," Mason
said. "But it was only one event and
we need to honor the commitment
that we made and keep heading in this
positive direction."
Erin Bishop, associate minister
in University Ministry, was hoping
to hear more of the stories of the
homeless at the forum.
"I could appreciate the expertise
of the panel and the efforts made to
bring the issue of homelessness to
the forefront of campus discussions,"
Bishop said. "Though it is important
to privilege the stories of the homeless
and I look forward to hearing those
stories at the next panel."
Schlichtman said that there
was discrepancy between what the
panelists were saying and the reality
of the audience members who were
homeless.
"I am grateful to all of the panelists
for participating," Schlichtman said.
"They are the top decision makers
and they are all great folks. What
was missing from the evening was a
critique. We had currently homeless
people in the audience who said
'what they described is not the reality
I am li'ving.' This critique did not
rise to the surface at the forum and
that certainly caused me to lose some
sleep on Thursday night. I sympathize
with the people in the audience who
were frustrated by this lack of critique
and I feel very obligated to use what
resources I have to give these audience
members an ability to give their
perspective. If there is another forum,
it will be more critique-driven."
At the end of the event, Graff
gathered her things about her and
prepared to leave.
"All of those panelists are
heading home to their houses and
their families," Graff said. "I am
going home to my husband on 6th
and G."

Last
chance to
see Dalai
Lama
TICKETS, continued from Front
Page
tickets because of an error not realized
until after the fact, and we are very
sorry for that."
Students can win the free ticket by
submitting an essay of no more than
500 words on the topic of "What does
'Compassion Without Borders,' the
theme of the Dalai Lama's historical
visit, mean to you?" Submissions will
be accepted until March 19 and can be
e-mailed to pgray@sandiego.edu.
According to Gray, USD will
be accommodating the students who
were unable to receive tickets. During
the event, there will be four overflow
rooms in Frank's Lounge, Maher Hall,
Shiley Theatre and the University
Center Room 107.
The broadcast will also be
streamed live onto USD's main
website from the JCP at 1:30 pm on
April 18, the day of the event.
"The Dalai Lama's message is
about peace and compassion," Gray
said.
" I f ' we can't accept that a
mistake was made, then that is very
unfortunate."

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, MARCH I, 2012

3

NEWS
PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
February 20 - February 27

February 25, 2012

February 24, 2012

February 20, 2012

Location: SAN LUIS
At 8:34 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
possible marijuana use. Upon investigation, one
student was cited for possession of marijuana and
minor in possession of alcohol.

February 21, 2012

Location: SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA GARAGE
At 10:42 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a secured mountain bike between Feb.
20 at 3 p.m. hours and Feb. 21 at 10:30 a.m.

February 23, 2012

Location: CAMINO HALL
At 8:32 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's laptop and various personal
items on Feb. 20 between 6:20 p.m. and 9:45 p.m.

February 23, 2012

Location: MANCHESTER CONFERENCE CTR
At 8:32 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's laptop and various personal
items on Feb. 20 between 6:20 p.m. and 9:45 p.m.

February 23, 2012

Location: UNIVERSITYTERRACE APARTMENTS
At 10:04 p.m. Public Safety responded to a noise
complaint. Upon investigation, one student was
cited for minor in possession of alcohol and three
students were cited for hosting violations.

February 23, 2012

Location: SAN DIMAS AVE @ VALLEY
At 10:37 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated individual. Upon investigation,
one student was determined to be unable to care
for herself and she was transported to detox.

Location: MARIAN WAY @ OLIN HALL LOT
At 1:17 a.m. Public Safety observed a possibly
intoxicated person in a vehicle entering campus.
Upon
investigation,
three
students
were
determined to be unable to care for themselves
and they were transported to detox.

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 8:58 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, the
student was determined-to be able to care for
herself and she was released to her residence.

February 24, 2012

February 26, 2012

Location: FOUNDERS HALL
At 9:16 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire
alarm. Upon investigation, the fire alarm had
activated due to a clothes steamer. There was no
sign of smoke or fire in the area and no damage
occurred.

February 24, 2012

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 11:52 p.m. resident assistants cited 11 students
for liquor law violations.

February 25, 2012

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 12:59 a.m. Public Safety responded to a fire
alarm. Upon investigation, the fire alarm had
activated due to burnt food. There was no sign of
smoke or fire in the area and no damage occurred.

February 25, 2012

Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION
At 7:46 p.m. Public Safety observed a student
trip and fall in front of the Student Life Pavilion.
Upon investigation, the student was treated for
her injuries and cited for minor in possession
of alcohol. The student was transported to the
hospital.

Location: MISSIONS A
At 12:11 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of possible marijuana use. Upon investigation,
marijuana and an ecstasy pill were found during
a room search. SDPD was contacted and one
student was arrested for possession of a controlled
substance. A second student was also cited for
possession of marijuana and he was referred to
student conduct.

February 26, 2012

Location: FOUNDERS HALL
At 6:04 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire
alarm. Upon investigation, the fire alarm had
activated in error. There was no sign of smoke or
fire in the area and no damage occurred.

February 27, 2012

Location: MAHER HALL
At 1:17 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's secured bicycle between Feb.
25 at 12 p.m. and Feb. 27 at 1:17 p.m.

Anyone having information regarding
incidents please contact Public-Safety at
619-260-7777.

these

Mary Anderson, peace scholar,
analyzes international aid effects
By Rashmi Chugani
What distinguishes the work
of Mary Anderson, visiting peace
scholar in the Joan B. Kroc Institute
for Peace and Justice, is her effort
to study the peace process itself:
the impact of foreign aid, former
reconciliation efforts, the individual
countries involved and what has
helped or hindered the road to lasting
peace.
According to the IPJ website, in
1995 Anderson created and has since
directed the Local Capacities for
Peace Project. The organization seeks
to analyze conflict and to strengthen
peace building capacities in selected
regions where violent conflict occurs
the most, as stated on its website.
Building on the project, Anderson
launched an international effort
to explore why conflict reoccurs
through her own non-governmental
organization, CDA Collaborative
Learning Projects. Most recently,
she served as executive director of
CDA. The goal of her work is to
develop other options for addressing
the underlying problems that lead
to conflict. Her past endeavors have
focused on gender analysis and
primary education policies at the
local level.
Anderson spoke at the IPJ theatre
on Tuesday, Feb. 21 to an audience that
ranged from the USD undergraduate
to the San Diego community member.
The lecture was titled "The Listening
Project: How Recipients Judge
International Assistance." She began
by acknowledging that though trouble
usually accompanies international
assistance, people usually have good
intentions.
"Most people in the world want
to do something good," Anderson
said.
Anderson divided her lecture into
four parts, which she herself labeled
as. the explanation, the findings, the
analysis and the message.
For
the
explanation,
she
elaborated on how her research

found that people in underdeveloped
countries are generally looking for
four things: economic improvement,
security improvement, a sense of
solidarity and to move beyond
foreign aid. The people who were
interviewed ranged in gender,
socioeconomic position and country.
The only similarity was that each of
the interviewed individuals resided in
a nation with intense poverty.
For the findings of her research,
Anderson explained that foreign
aid tended to create a very big
dependence on outsiders. In fact,
she said that the interviewed citizens
thought that foreign aid destroys
self-sufficiency. This completely
eliminates the citizens' yearning for
economic improvement and moving
beyond foreign aid. Anderson
said that her findings
show that
international assistance in the form
of security often worsens tensions in
conflict areas.
"Bad things are unintentional,"
Anderson said, "but unfortunately,
they do happen when dealing with
4
such different countries."
However, Anderson did note
that women's assistance has been a
tangible and positive consequence of
foreign aid. It is the one sector that has
seen continual signs of improvement
in countries where poorer women are
often abused.
Anderson presented her analysis
for international work based on
the responses non-governmental
organizations receive from the private
sector. She concluded by saying it
was relatively easy to obtain funds,
because our media portray images of
suffering all the time.
"We are often bombarded by
scenes of natural disasters, protests
gnd hunger," Anderson said.
Her analysis also drew from
the
political
realm. Anderson
acknowledged that government and
politicians have a huge influence on
the lives of those who suffer because
"access to politics leads to less
famine."
The lecture ended with a
resonating message. Anderson said
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Visiting scholar, Mary Anderson, present
ed research on the negatives of world aid.

that through her explanation, findings
and analysis it is apparent that more
aid does not necessarily translate into
better aid. It is the aid that teaches
skills as resources that has the most
value. That is, giving someone a
material good is not efficient. Instead,
she said, humanitarian workers must
teach by example.
"People don't need more, they
need smarter," Anderson said.
Junior Courtney Monheit said that
Anderson's research demonstrated
the reasoning for the different levels
of development seen in the various
countries around the world.
"I think Anderson did a good job
at highlighting the role politicians
play in the peace-making process,"
Monheit said. "It is partly because of
corruption that third world countries
are so desperately behind."
The talk was very educational for
junior Kelsey Preecha.
"The speaker gave a presentation
that was very revealing yet disturbing
at the same time."
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(Anna)stly:
I am not a
hipster

By Anna von Bertrab
If a hipster references himself as a
hipster, is he a hipster? Existentialism
is applied in this column to societal sub
groups and cultural labels. Our philos
ophy and sociology departments would
be proud.
First off, what is a hipster? The def
inition of a hipster still remains opaque
or obscure (a favorite vocabulary word
amongst hipsters). The contemporary
subculture, winking at inauthenticity, is
a critical rejection of everything main
stream. It is the embodiment of post
modernism in society.
A joke manifesting the hipster
psyche: "Why do hipsters hate riv
ers?... They're too mainstream."
Yet hipsters are still conformists
within their own subculture. Perhaps
hipsters hate rivers, but that doesn't
mean hipsters don't like estuaries.
The exhausted irony of the hipster
on the fringes of society has come to
commercialize indie culture. A con
crete example of this is Urban Outfit
ters mass producing the "hipster chic"
look. Oh, the juicy irony of it all. Rang
ing from the skinny jeans and over
sized non-prescription 80s-looking,
thick-rimmed glasses, to blase fashion
ensemble to the effortless, vintage an
drogynous get-ups seen in American
Apparel ad campaigns, the urban ap
parel caters to a large demographic.
So being a hipster is not that exclusive
when it is already quite widespread.
A common misconception and ste
reotype of hipsters is that they are un
employed and live off of their parent's
trust funds. A hipster is best character
ized as one that studies liberal arts in
college, is radically open-minded and
works in the music, art or fashion in
dustry.
Hipsters go beyond the physical
and into an abstract realm. Hipsterism
is a state of mind banking on cultural
capital. Pierre Bourdieu, a French so
ciologist, coined the term cultural capi
tal in the 1970s. Cultural capital refers
to non-financial social assets such as
education and the intellect which pro
motes social mobility beyond econom
ic means. It allows one to hone skills,
education and advantages to reach a
higher status in society. Cultural capi
tal can be applied to the budding hippie
culture of the 70s. But the hipster killed
the hippie.
Today hipsters, more often than
not, obtain cultural capital through lib
eral arts majors. The knowledge gained
is used to elevate their social status as
a hipster through exclusive and elusive
taste that only the "in crowd" knows
of. Ranging from those highly obscure
bands you probably have never even
heard of to the name dropping bombs
of artists, authors and philosophers, the
hipster with cultural capital establishes
the rules of taste. Money and the ma
terial becomes irrelevant. Superb taste
in music, art, literature and philosophy
reigns supreme in hipsterism.
To get a better understanding of it
all, a little dialogue between a frat boy
and a hipster.
Frat boy says, "Stop trying to be
an artist if you're not one. The Bohe
mian life is for people of true talent.
If you're a hipster you probably don't
have any."
Hipster says, "Anti-hipster senti
ment often comes from people who
simply can't keep up with social change
and are envious of those who can."
But another question arises from
the banter: Can a frat boy be a hipster
and a hipster be a frat boy? Ask around
USD to get hipster sentiments.
Here at the Vista office it is a
mix of confusion. A few say hipsters
don't exist at USD, while others say
that hipsters make up over half of the
student population. Which one is it?
Arguably, Rene Magritte was the
first hipster with his 1928 painting ti
tled "Ceci n'est pas un pipe." It trans
lates to "this is not a pipe." The words
are written on a canvas below a painted
pipe. It is an image of the pipe and not a
physical pipe. Keyword: image. Thus,
it is not a pipe but an artist's portrayal
of a pipe.
The witty artwork is the inspira
tion for the column title, since I am not
a hipster. I am only writing my portray
als of hipsters. (Anna)stly, I was never
a hipster just a poseur which equals a
faux hipster.
Maybe I am just a hypocripster.
Fact: The word "hipster" was
mentioned 35 times in this column.

Cheers to the champagne industry

Billy McCabe/The Vista

French guest speaker shares champagne expertise at Olin Hall
By Kasha Patel
Champagne, or sparkling wine, is
used to celebrate weddings, anniver
saries, New Year's and, of course, the
milestone quickly approaching USD
seniors: graduation. A glass of bubbly
not only represents a job well done
or an honorable accomplishment, but
also a global brand that has built itself
up for the past 300 years.
Professor of Champagne Manage
ment at Reims Management School
and Director of the Reims Research
Centre for Wine-Place-Value Dr.
Steve Charters came to USD to speak
about the champagne brand with the
presentation titled "Creating a Global
Brand: The Case of Champagne." He
presented to business students in Dr.
Maria Kniazeva's International Mar
keting class, giving them a glimpse
into the real life formation of a brand.
It is all about "taking a single product
and making it an international brand,"
Charters said.

Charters lives in Champagne,
France where he "develops research
projects and courses relevant to the
champagne and wine industry. His
research interests include the rela
tionship of wine to place, the drink
ers perceptions of quality in wine,
the mythology surrounding wine
consumption, the motivation to drink
wine, and the enthusiasms and expe
rience of the wine tourist," Kniazeva
said.
Champagne is a light, apidic spar
kling wine that is soft pink in color.
Champagne that is made in the re
gion of Champagne, France is the
only "true" champagne there is. Ev
erything else is considered sparkling
wine.
The creation story behind the in
vention of the bubbly
happened completely by acci
dent. During cold winters in France,
the yeast in the wine "falls asleep" and
"wakes" in spring. When the wine is
preserved in bottles, there is nowhere
for the active yeast to escape, so it
gives the "sparkle" to the champagne.

hrands. In turn, champagne has devel
oped an international reputation as the
most desirable sparkling wine. Now,
consumers from every corner of the
planet have shared expectations of the
champagne they purchase and drink
in celebration.
"People buy champagne because
they know it is the best sparkling wine
in the world. The value of champagne
is not only in the individual produc
ers, it is in the name," Charters said.
With this, champagne became a key
part of French identity.
As one of only 270 members of
the Institute of Masters of Wine in the
world, Charters knows the wine and
champagne industry inside and out.
It is not every day that USD students
get a visit from such a knowledgeable
person to tell them more about the
champagne they drink and the process
that went on to create such a worldrenowned brand.
So next time you raise a glass of
bubbly in celebration, let it be a glass
of champagne from Champagne,
France.

Google tracks
Safari users
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Once this was discovered, the
wine industry in Champagne, France
expanded to distribute the new, inno
vative sparkling wine and began trad
ing it with other nations. They knew,
however, that they needed to establish
a brand around their product.
"A brand is an identifiable name
or logo," Charters said. "Coca-Cola is
a classic example. It gives value to the
customer."
The champagne industry did this
by creating a territorial brand. The
brand is fixed in a geographic loca
tion, because the producer can only
make that product in that one place:
Champagne, France. By marking
its territory and its brand name, the
champagne industry was able to mar
ket its brand as unique and unlike any
other sparkling wine.
"Champagne needs protection be
cause it is different; it cannot be pro
duced anywhere else in the world,"
Charters said.
The location of the Champagne
region gives the product an exclusiv
ity distinct from other sparkling wine

Internet giant admits to fault
By Kenny Rosen
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Internet-based software giant
Google traced millions of Safari users
without permission.
While everyone who set their
privacy settings thought they were
safe from intrusion, this was not
the case with iPhone, iPad or Apple
desktop users using the Internet
browser Safari.
Safari is the supplied browser
for all Apple computers and devices.
Advertising firms
in addition to
Google have discovered a loophole
in the system in which they have been
exploiting personal information from
users, The Wall Street Journal reports.
The information being attained from
these practices are user location
and preferences from the electronic
device.
According to the WSJ, "[Google
and others] used special computer
code that tricks Apple's Safari Webbrowsing software into letting them
monitor many users. Safari, the most
widely-used browser on mobile
devices, is designed to block such
tracking by default".
Blogger
Jennifer
ValentinoDevries, in a separate occurrence,
said "By default, Apple's Safari
browser accepts cookies only from
sites that a user visits; these cookies
can help the site retain logins or other
information. Safari generally blocks
cookies that come from elsewhere -

such as advertising networks or other
trackers.
But there are exceptions to this
rule, including that if you interact with
an advertisement or form in certain
ways, it's allowed to set a cookie even
if you aren't technically visiting the
site.
Google's code, which was placed
on certain ads that used the company's
DoubleClick ad technology, was
uncovered by Stanford researcher
Jonathan Mayer.
The news of a security flaw in
the standard applications on Apple
computers comes on the eve of
Apple coming down hard on third
party suppliers in their app store.
These suppliers of applications were
accumulating user data.
Competing software giant Ryan
Gavin, Microsoft's General Manager,
and head of Internet Explorer Business
and Marketing took a jab at Google
saying
"This type of tracking by Google
is not new." The novelty here is that
Google apparently circumvented the
privacy protections built into Apple's
Safari browser in a deliberate, and
ultimately, successful fashion.
If this type of behavior is
alarming, then protective measures
must be taken to protect confidential
information and privacy while online.
There are alternatives for such as
Windows Internet Explorer is another
browsing option that respects privacy.
It all depends on the user choice.
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Tafazoli generates a tasteful trifecta in downtown SD
Business entrepreneur and restaurateur aims to create social change
By Anna von Bertrab
Social engineer Arsalun Tafazoli is
creating a mini-empire in downtown San
Diego culture. The law school dropout
began his endeavor with Neighborhood,
a beer and burger joint, offering contem
porary cuisine complemented by a wide
selection of microbrewery beers for the
local connoisseur. Inspired by the New
York City scene, he ventured out West
and opened Neighborhood's doors in
2007.
Tafazoli strives for quality in what
is served at his restaurants.
"You have to be about the product,"
Tafazoli said. "You have to learn how
to say no to the big guys. We have 28
beers on draft, and you should have seen
the look on their faces when I told these
[other bar owners] downtown we're not
gonna deal with Anheuser-Busch. They
thought I was the biggest idiot! Anheus
er-Busch sent six different reps."
Rejecting mass commercialization
is at the core of his restaurant philoso
phy. He strives to promote local busi
ness. With the success of Neighbor
hood, Tafazoli, along with his business
partner and fellow impresario Nathan
Stanton, was able to expand and open
Craft&Commerce in August 2010, just
three years after his first hit.
Craft&Commerce, located in Little
Italy, has a carefully tailored seasonal
menu. The food is constantly being per
fected and worked to keep customers on
their toes.
At Craft&Commerce, Tafazoli
implements his avant-garde ideology
through his prohibitions. He refuses to
offer ketchup, place TVs in the restau
rant, serve vodka and say that the cus
tomer is always right.
His "no ketchup" policy receives
mixed reviews from customers.
"It seems trivial and arbitrary, but
you should see the reaction," Tafazoli
said. "We literally get hate mail. People
still walk out all the time. I'm going to
make a mural in the hallway at Craft &
Commerce that wheat-pastes all the hate
mail we've received about our 'no ketch
up' policy."
The TV ban in the space is Tafazoli
challenging what is popular and forcing

his customers to confront reality. His no
vodka rule is unexpected.
"What is considered to be 'good'
vodka," Tafazoli says, "is about a com
pany's ability to generate perceived val
ue through hype and clever marketing.
We choose not to offer it, even though
vodka is the most 'popular' spirit on the
planet. That and our 'no ketchup' or 'no
television' policies are small details that
hopefully get people to do some critical
thinking."
Getting the customer to react in his
restaurant transforms the typical dining
experience. At Craft&Commerce the
service refuses to say, "The customer is
always right," as a counter-cultural no
tion.
"Our customers might not always
get exactly what they want—or thought
they wanted—but hopefully it will force
people to exercise some analytical think
ing and develop an opinion, for better or
worse," Tafazoli said. "What we need is
content that seriously engages us, mo
tivates us to do the extra work and re
minds us that we are smart. That we are
capable of more. I'm not saying we're
doing that, but it's what we attempt to do
in our own way."
The Federico Fellini film
"8
1/2" inspired the dark lighting at
Craft&Commerce. The lighting sets the
stage for Tafazoli's test on the masses.
Making the customer uncomfortable is
okay according to him.
"All great art is the product of dis
comfort. If you are comfortable, you're
not trying." Tafazoli said. "A good book
or art causes a reaction. I strive to create
the effect as a restaurateur, to give people
something to think about and dwell on."
Craft&Commerce leaves the res
taurant-goer wanting more. Tafazoli has
solved the problem by recently offering
another dining experience in Little Italy.
Underbelly joined the neighborhood in
October 2011. The ramen noodle restau
rant pays tribute to Tokyo in its gastronomical options.
Tafazoli offers a taste bud tri
fecta at Underbelly, Neighborhood or
Caft&Commerce with constant innova
tion behind his budding philosophies in
the San Diego restaurant arena. Not only
are they worth a visit, but also keep Ta
fazoli on the map for his new ventures.
Billy McCabe/The Vista

Pinterest making money off pins and clicks
The Internet site covertly generates revenue by tracking links

By Emily Schlauch
It has been brought to the
attention of the public that the social
networking site Pinterest is under the
microscope for not being completely
open and honest with its users.
The site makes money every
time a user clicks on a merchant
link and buys a product through the
featured pinboard. This has been
happening for months now but was
only recently revealed through a blog
post this past week which appeared
on LLsocial.com.
Pintrest allows its users to
create visual pinboards of images,
information and different items from
all over the Internet.
Users are able to be innovative
in the creation of online catalogues
which highlight their hobbies and
passions such as cooking, travel,
fashion and design.
Established in 2010, Pintrest's
popularity has amplified immensely
over the past six months. It is "the
breakout social network of 2012,"
CNN.com
commentator
Pete
Cashmorel said.
However, many users were
unaware that the site was making a
profit through the addition of partner
links such as Amazon, eBay, Target
and thousands of other merchants.
"It's big news in the tech
community, because Pinterest is
the social network that everyone
wants to take to the prom this year,"
Amy Webb, CEO of strategy firm
Webmedia Group said. "As a result,
everyone's paying close attention."
Pinterest
works
alongside
marketing company Skimlinks to
add these money-making links to the
site.
The use of Skimlinks' service
"is nothing new, nor is it secretive,"
Skimlinks CEO Alicia Navarro said.
"Online communities have to find
ways to generate revenue to support
their operations, and the preference is
always to earn this revenue without
disrupting their users or detracting
[with] flashy
advertisements,"
Navarro said.
"Practically every site you use is
going to try to make a profit off of
you, why is that so surprising?" USD
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student Tim Ryan said.
It's not a hidden secret, hut it's
also not clearly disclosed. Many of
Pinterest's users were unhappy to find
this out about the site.
"I love Pinterest. It's one of
my guilty pleasures," USD student
Yvonne Melendez said. "I understand
they need to make money somehow
but it's a little weird they made it such

a secretive thing."
Co-founder of Pinterest Ben
Silbermann had no comment on the
issue.
Although many users were upset,
some Pinterest users defend the
company, because coming up with
enough revenue to keep a site up and
running is often difficult for Web
upstarts.

Investors estimate that there is $37
million currently fueling the Website,,
which means that at some point, they
will have to regain the money spent if
they want to make any profitable gains.
"I don't see any problem with
what Pinterest is doing," USD student
Kat Castro said ."They have to make
money somehow, right?"
Whether or not Pinterest intended

to hide its moneymaking strategies,
users should never assume that all
networking sites are free. "Were
they purposely being murky and not
transparent? It's possible," Webb said.
"I would think that they would let
people know from the beginning that
things they're posting potentially carry
affiliate links. But it's a free network.
No free network carries zero costs."
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
Seth O'Byrne, USD Alum & Realtor is selling
another home for a USD Grad! 1154 Emerald
Street in Pacific Beach. 3 bedroom home with
panoramic ocean views, just 3 blocks to the ocean.
$669,000. This home rents to USD students
typically for $3,000/month. This is a great way for
your family to own a home at the beach and cash
flow! Call Seth today for details 85S.S69.3940.
Go to sduniversityhomes.com for 1000s of homes
for sale! Troop Real Estate License # 01463479

My family are looking for a hardworking and
energetic cleaner to swipe,dust,and vaccum
our house,Salary will be $710 per week contact
me for more information about the position:
masedon10001@gmail.com

Are your
Parents Paying for
Student Housing?
With the average cost of student housing at $24,000 per year,
doesn't it make sense to look at the great opportunities in the
real estate market?

>^

Property in Mission Beach,
sold to parents of USD stu
dent for $740,000. Property is
a 123(5 square foot,. 2 bedroom,
2 bathroom with an oversized
master bedroom large enough
that 2 students split the master
paying $800 each for a total of
$1600/month. Son of the owner
lives free September through
May. From June to August my
clients can rent it as a vacation
rental through my management
company for $3000/week in the
summer. After their tax write
off this property costs the own
ers $1000/month for their son
to live there during the school
year and can bring them in as
much as $36,000/summer as a
vacation rental. This property
was built brand new in 2008,
has panoramic water views, is
in the heart of Mission Beach
across the street from the Wave
House, and clients have a vaca
tion home to enjoy every sum
mer for years to come.

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

/AvTroop
A

USD Alum and Realtor Seth O'Byrne has a
great beach house for sale just south of Mount
Soledad. Custom Built Cape Cod, 3,000 square
feet. $899,000 - $999,000. Also, be on the
look out for 2 new Mission Beach condos for
sale UNDER $400K! Call today for homes
for sale 858.869.3940, sduniversityhomes.
com, Troop Real Estate License #01463479
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™ Buy an MTS
College Monthly Pass
Unlimited Bus and Trolley rides all month long!

at the UC Ticket
www.sdmts.com
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Limit one pass per student. Student ID required for purchase. Student pass stickers are not transferable and are VOID if removed.

Bus and trolley
arrival times on
your phone
Text

INFO to GOMTS

(46687)

SD UNIVERSITY HOMES

Seth O'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor
California License # 01463479

Call today to find a home!
858.869.3940 • www.SD University Homes.com
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Text and data rates may apply.
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Scandals
threaten
school safety

By Lauren Vujovich
Many scandals have been appear
ing in the news that revolve around
lewd acts committed by teachers, which
are frankly a disgrace both in dignity
and the teaching community in general.
Whether it be their child's first day
of kindergarten or first day of senior
year, parents should be able to know
that the school they are sending their
children to is an institution filled with
staff they can trust. Out of all of the
things that worry parents about sending
their children to school, they should
not have to worry about their children
becoming victims to teachers and other
school staff members involved in sexu
al misconduct.
Schools are known to endorse a
"safe campus" in which students should
feel comfortable coming to school and
interacting with their peers. Many
schools give tests in which students
answer questions about the school
safety. Additionally, schools worry
about drugs and sex and spend count
less hours teaching children about the
dangers that they involve. However, it
appears that schools now need to create
a new addition to their questionnaire or
Career Services, doors have been cies and procedures. Technical writers class topics: inappropriate teachers.
opened to, at least, be paid to write. work within the company, often devel
The first of the big scandals to
Looking through pages of job listings oping manuals and scripts used for in break out involved an elementary
ternal
purposes.
They
turn
jargon
into
on Torerolink, Craigslist and Linkeschool teacher, Mark Bemdt, who was
din, technical writing, copy writing readable, intelligible text.
caught for some of his own lewd acts
Freelancers write a variety of dif
and freelancing are all viable options
with children in his classroonj. For in
for someone looking to kick-start a ferent articles, both in print and online, stance, Bemdt apparently had the kids
writing career. Though it may not be that will sometimes lead to some pret taste cookies that had his semen on top
like writing the great American novel, ty sweet experiences. If you're writing of them. Bemdt taught at the school for
getting paid to do your craft doesn't, for a travel blog, don't be surprised if 31 years, and no one ever found out
a few paid vacations are thrown your
sound too bad either.
about the acts until a photo developer
This writer interns as a copy way. Not a bad gig.
at a local drugstore noticed the inde
Let's get to the point: not all
writer, and there is obviously a need
cencies while developing his film. Yes,
doors'are
closed.
Even
though
the
first
for concise and punchy marketingthat's right, Bemdt took pictures of
style writing for most businesses. Not question from anyone's mouth regard what he was doing.
only that, but with the social media ing an English degree has to do with
Soon after that, more and more
boom, most companies are looking teaching, there are other ways to make incidents of teachers involved in inap
to establish some sort of presence on money writing. It can even be done on propriate acts surfaced. The elementary
line. There we go. Another door has the side; get a job in marketing and school where Bemdt worked ended up
opened. Social media consultants are write articles for blogs in your spare replacing its whole staff when it was
not limited to updating Facebook and time. It's just that easy to make a little discovered that other teachers had been
Twitter, but developing entire social pocket money.
in the disgusting sexual acts,
So keep your heads up, fellow involved
media strategies that capture the voice
leaving many parents, and people in
writers.
There's
a
little
more
for
us
of a company.
general, wondering how no one ever
Blogs are a wonderful tool to send out there than Hemingway-ing and
knew.
a message to consumers, and many drinking ourselves to death. Buy some
Most recently, it has been report
time
before
your
debut
novel,
your
businesses are looking for content
ed that Gabriela Cortez, 42, a teacher
writers to fill the empty space on their big screenplay or that book of poetry at Roosevelt High School in Monteblog with anything from witty com hits the big time. Keep calm and write bello, Calif, was engaging in sexual
mentary to relevant company poli away.
intercourse with two of her students.
Whether or not this is true is yet to be
determined, but if it is true, it is sad to
see how imperfect our system has be
come.
Teachers are people who have a
special job in our community, and with
c o _ . . . . . 1 . 4 nGlenn
Unn
f l - i o F should
c h r v u l H not
n n t be taken
f t i L p n lightly
l i c r h t l v at
A t Dis
D l S - that job comes very special responsi
that
The man was 53-year-old
bilities. They work with the youth of
Horlacher, who fought with the secu neyland or at any theme park. It should
America, the people who will be the
be
enforced
and
reprimanded
even
rity guards and ended up being repeat
future of this country. They make tre
more
if
it
is
a
place
where
children
are
edly pepper sprayed. The video of this
mendous impressions on them, and a
in large numbers.
can be found on YouTube.
good or bad teacher can make or break
While
Disney
did
release
state
In the video you can see Horlacher
a student's educational path, especially
taking swings at passersby and secu ments regarding the issue of this man
in a particular subject. Yet, if there are
rity guards who were trying to take a in a timely manner, it is still upsetting
more teachers out there similar to these
to
see
an
incident
like
this
happen.
Dis
hold of him. In the background you can
is a wonder how this generation
hear a lady screaming, "There are kids ney cannot be prepared for strange oc ones, it
is going to come out okay.
currences
such
as
Horlacher's,
but
as
of
here."
Yet this extends further than just
Other comments in the video from late it seems that quite a few incidents
teachers.
All people who work with
spectators include, "I think this guy's of misconduct involving children have
children, whether they be camp coun
been
happening
in
the
news.
In
addi
been drinking vodka!" and "You didn't
selors, babysitters, tutors, et cetera,
wind up being so tough anymore, huh?" tion to the lewd acts committed by
The large crowd that had gathered teachers such as Mark Bemdt, there have jobs that requires them to act with
disposition. They impact those
and the comments made by hecklers was also a shooting at an Ohio High a certain
kids' life and that is both a privilege
throughout the video suggest that Hor School that happened this week. It ap
lacher must had been a nuisance for pears that children are in the midst of and great responsibility.
It is disgusting to see what some
some time prior to the bystanders tak many incidents lately that should not
people
do. More so, it is'just sad. It
be occurring. From the YouTube vid
ing out their phones to video him.
is amazing that parents can still feel
eos
it
is
clear
to
see
that
many
people
People can be heard cheering once
Horlacher is finally on his knees and agree that Horlacher's actions were un comfortable sending their children off
to school with all of this happening.
taken away. Throughout the video, acceptable.
Parents have to be extra involved with
Disneyland
is
a
place
where
people
people continue to ask if he knows
where he is so that they can try to as of all ages go in order to experience the their children's day now to make sure
magic of "where dreams come true." that nothing like this is happening to
sess the situation.
This isn't exactly the "fairytale" While it may be a place that almost ev them.
Then again, it is sad to see how
scene that guests came to the park look ery one of all ages enjoys, Disneyland
these few individuals within the in
is
ideally
a
children's
park
in
which
ing for. Disneyland is a park that does
dustry have tainted the perception of
not serve alcoholic beverages to guests they should feel safe. Lately it seems
it for everyone who works within it.
who are located on the park grounds, that children cannot catch a break out
Now there are most likely going to be
in
the
world,
and
really
makes
people
except in the exclusive restaurant Club
more regulations and standards set into
wonder
about
the
safety
in
our
society.
33.
Disney released a statement saying place for people working at schools and
Disneyland is, first and foremost, a
the
security
officer who was hit mul camps to make sure that these lewd acts
kids' destination, not a bar or place for
tiple
times
by
Horlacher was treated at no longer take place. It is unfortunate
people of drinking age to enjoy a nice
that others now have to deal with the
drink, or in Horlacher's case, to drink the hospital for injuries. Also, Disney
repercussions of what a few people did.
thanks
the
guests
"who
came
to
aid
in
alcohol than he could handle.
Schools need to implement a more
When watching the YouTube vid this uncharacteristic incident."
thorough
background check on the
Horlacher was reported to be
eo, the reactions and comments that
staff they hire and then continue to
charged
with
battery
and
assault
by
many parents and older guests made
have check ups on their staff in order to
show that the people who surrounded the Anaheim police that Saturday af
ensure that nothing like these incidents
Horlacher were upset with his actions, ternoon but was later released with a
are occurring in a child's classroom.
as they should be. This is an incident citation.

Perks of the english major
theory, those who crafted the major
have definitely created an encom
passing education that truly embodies
what it means to possess a well-round
Checking a box- that's all it takes ed knowledge of English. Classes at
to decide a major. For some, it's busi USD push English students (as well as
ness or international relations or the students in other fields) to expertise in
their particular field. The classes both
ology. For this writer, it is English.
People choose majors for dif challenge and welcome students to
ferent reasons. Most want to build a further their intellectual growth.
The faculty is even better than
career, live a happy and healthy life
and one day provide for a family. This the classes. I won't name drop here,
is the "real-world" opposition most but the list of prestigious professors is
English majors face when choosing a long one. The small class environ
their major, but following a passion is ment lends itself to students develop
a great remedy for the restless heart. ing a personal relationship with their
The real-world pressures are apparent, teachers, and it fosters the trust that is
and as a graduating senior, those pres necessary to expose oneself through
sures are forthcoming. Screw the crit writing. Students are asked to take
ics. Though people may think a degree risks with their writing, and students
in English limits one to writing about learn to trust their teachers like they
their feelings in a cabin near a pond, would the person catching them in a
there are many jobs available for us trust fall. Students know they will be
English-types. If there is anything to caught by their classmates and profes
be gleaned from the job search, it's sors to write another day.
Hopefully, that will mean writing
that there are options.
First, let's give a shout out to the outside of college. Pursuing a career
major itself. From the arguably dry in writing, whatever the heck that may
period classes, to film-based classes, mean, this writer is finding himself
to creative writing, to modern literary with a few options. In working with

By Nathaniel Martins

Belligerent man at Disneyland
— — — — — — — — — • — —
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Disneyland is a place filled with magic and wonder that kids from all over can enjoy.

By Lauren Vujovich
Disneyland is a place 'where
dreams come true, where children and
adults alike come together and en
joy the magic of the park. With rides
ranging from different fairy tales from
Dumbo to Indiana Jones, individuals
are able to enter a reality that is com

pletely different than their own. Per
haps that is one of the reasons why
Disneyland is loved by so many, for it
is a place to be completely swept up by
the magic where the ending is always
"happily ever after."
However, that magic was broken
last week when a man was pepper
sprayed near the Tower of Terror in
California Adventure for being bellig
erent and drunk while at the park.

-The views expressed in the OjMon section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its studem. wdy.
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Waterworks in San Diego need help
By Katelyn Montero
For the city of San Diego, it's
time to sink or swim. According to
the Union-Tribune, water pipes have
been breaking at a rate close to 100
per year. Some of these breaks are
only minor, but the more destructive
and costly breaks occur on main pipe
lines. A group called Investigative
Newsource estimates that the amount
of water lost in the past eight years
totals about 360 million gallons. That
is enough water to fill Shamu's tank
at Sea World 225 times.
However, rather than taking
these statistics as reasons to rework
the system, city officials are taking
the opportunity to defend their work.
"I think the numbers we have in
our system are not bad, but we still
need to make sure that it doesn't get
worse and hopefully improve those
numbers," Public Utilities Director
Roger Bailey said in an interview
with the Union-Tribune.
Bailey explained that in compari
son with how large San Diego's wa
ter system is, the breaks really aren't
too bad. However, it is doubtful that
the families whose homes have been
flooded feel the same way. Just be
cause something doesn't look bad in
the grand scheme of things, doesn't
mean that it isn't just as important.
These water breaks cause damage to
personal property, displace families
and burden the city with very costly
claims. Being proactive about this
situation will ultimately benefit not
only citizens, but the city itself. It's
hard to grasp that the very same city
that is debating whether to build a
new stadium for the Chargers doesn't
even want to discuss ways to monitor
important public utilities.
As of now there is no way to
monitor all of the city's 505 miles

Photos courtesy of Photo Courtesy otwalter b Arce/Nickr LL

In the past 8 years, the City of San Diego has paid over $10,000,000 in water damages.

worth of pipeline, so there is no way to
know which spots are most susceptible
to damage. But the fact remains that the
pipeline is susceptible, and something
needs to be done about it.
"It is unfathomable that any city in
the arid southwest would see any amount
of systemic water loss as acceptable,"

said Marco Gonzalez, a San Diego at
torney, in an interview with the UnionTribune. "Between recent droughts,
pressures on the Colorado River sys
tem, decreased flows available from
Northern California and the unknown
short and long term impacts of global
climate change, the only question we

Photos courtesy of Photo Courtesy of Roevin/ Urban Capture/Flickr CC

Issues regarding San Diego's waterpipes need to be brought to light.

should be asking is 'how do we do bet
ter?'... Losing that much water from
main breaks should cause a lot of con
cern."
The problem with water pipes is
that they are out of sight, and conse
quently it appears that they have also
been out of mind. It's impossible to

miss the hundred of potholes that line
our city streets, but the water pipes that
are essential to life in San Diego are
usually forgotten. However, the many
recent breaks in the pipelines have fi
nally brought this issue up to the sur
face, and it's about time that the city
starts to be proactive.

The Facebook Fast: a student's lapse into the dark ages
A USD freshman blogs about what it is like to deactivate her Facebook during Lent

Cathy Nguyen/The Vista

By Sarah Phillips
Week 1
So this is the beginning. 40
days without Facebook. Personally,
it would be harder for me to give

up chocolate or In-n-Out for Lent, but
lacking the major social media website
would send chills of anxiety through
any of my friends. Facebook is like a
friend, isn't it? Or at least a frenemy.
What I don't understand is how so
many people cling to the website like
a security blanket. I've often heard
people comment on how they would

feel "naked" without it. Apparently,
by missing the portal into the social
realm of human connections, you re
ally are like an idiot who forgot to put
on pants
But is that what Facebook is re
ally about? Human connections? Ac
cording to a research project done by
a University of Missouri communi-

cations professor, people use Facebook for mainly two reasons: "social
browsing" and "social searching."
Those two terms were selected by
the professor, but let me clarify their
real meanings. "Social browsing" is
when we aimlessly scroll through our
News Feeds because we've got noth
ing better to do than to look through

posts about what other people are do
ing. And "social searching" is the pol
ished term used for stalking.
If anyone ever claims that they've
never stalked someone on Facebook,
they either don't know how to use
Facebook, or they are a dirty, rotten
liar.
Another reason why we use Facebook, that might even be unknown to
us, is to somehow vicariously let the
whole world know that we are alive.
Not just awake and breathing, but
we are social, fun-loving, busy and
(dare I say it?) popular.
We have lives filled with excite
ment and adventure. We are sought
out and coveted by our friends. We
are in.
Don't believe me? Think about
the last time you loaded a photo or up
dated your status.
If the subject wasn't a life-chang
ing event such as a wedding, a family
reunion, a birthday or a UFO sight
ing, what you probably experienced
wasn't really necessary to share with
the world.
We live in a mindset that every
thing we do must be forever docu
mented and immortalized on Facebook.
Everyone must know that we
went to the beach today. Everyone
must see our 23 new photos from our
trip to the ice cream store.
Everyone must know that we
are having fun, that we have friends.
Facebook acts like a publicist in a
way.
We only post things that make us
look good in society's discerning eye.
But we can't live without it. It's
too integrated in our culture for it to
be shut out completely.
A lot of my clubs and even some
of my classes communicate through
Facebook.
It's also good for the college
experience—to keep up with new
friends as well as old ones.
And it is pretty cool to share,
countless photos and videos over
cyberspace that you would normally
never see again, unless you had the
camera, or your friend took the time
to print out the photos for you.
So at the start of this Facebook
Fast, I am eager to see how this ex
periment will pan out.
Will I remain ready and willing
for the imminent challenge, or will I
soon crave the softly glowing screen
into the world of Likes, Friend Re
quests and Status Updates?
Either way, you'll hopefully be
entertained by the adventure. Watch
me have only two notifications when
this is all over.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Letters to the
Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters
to the editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
twilson@usdyista.com with the subject line
"Letter to the Editor.'
Submissions should be limited to 500
words and must include verifiable contact
information. Letter content is subject to
editing for clarity and style.

SWANSON PYRAMID OF GREATNESS

The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.

EMAIL LAUREN FOR MORE INFO:
LVUJOVICH@USDVISTA.COM
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Physical an

ational Therapy Degree
Open House
arch 16, 2012

n - 7:30 pm

Join us in beautiful San Diego, CA to learn about how a career in
Physical Therapy or Occupational Therapy could change your
life.
Attend our Open House to meet with the faculty and students of
the University of St. Augustine (USA). View hands-on
demonstrations, learn about the continuously growing professions
of Physical and Occupational Therapy, and take a tour of our
beautiful California campus.
USA is a graduate institution that focuses solely on health science
education. It is our mission to provide professional development
to health care providers through innovative and individualized
education. We look forward to meeting you on campus and
sharing with you all that our university has to offer.
«

THERE'S LIFE. AND THEN THERE'S

HAZARD CENTER &
HazardCenter.com

FRIARS AT FRAZEE

•

To RSVP, please visit us at www.USO.edu and click on the
"Events" tab. If you have any further questions,
please call (866) 557-3731.
'15 I,
*V.

VISIT US ONLINE FOR MORE ON FROZEN YOGURT AND OTHER TASTY EATS.
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Just
Keep
Shooting

By Haley Earl-Lynn
There is nothing more attractive
to a senior at USD than a six-week
class. Throw in the fact that the
class is taught by a world-renowned
photographer, and you've got a dream
come true for art enthusiasts and
communication studies students. I
must admit, though, that I had no clue
what I was getting myself into when
I signed up for "The Slow Bum Documentary Storytelling in the New
Age."
I
was expecting
a
class
which focused on the history
of photojournalism. I knew the
professor had a strong background in
documenting border issues. I expected
his work would be one example, a
case study, among a variety of other
case studies. It was a communication
studies class, after all, not an art class.
I was about as wrong as possible.
"The Slow Bum," taught by Ted
Fellow and World Press Photo prize
recipient Jon Lowenstein, was a "go
out and take photos" type of class.
We wouldn't be studying examples of
photojournalism.
I was ill-equipped for a
photography class. I have two types of
cameras: a 30-year-old SLR handed
down from my grandfather and an
iPhone camera. I love taking pictures
of pretty things, and I am admittedly
a bit of an Instagram addict, but I
certainly didn't consider myself an
expert.
Lowenstein's goal for "The Slow
Bum" students wasn't to make us
experts in a mere six weeks, but rather
to give us the tools to become visually
literate. Lowenstein believes that
learning how to take a picture helps
to develop the skills to understand the
function of a picture.
"I really see that photography is
everywhere these days," Lowenstein
said. "With the progression of
technology, there are many different
ways to interact with photography.
The challenge is that everybody today
can make a photograph. There's going
to be a real need for people who are
visually literate. That means not only
having the ability to take pictures,
but really knowing how pictures
function."
The biggest challenge for "The
Slow Bum" students was putting
together a comprehensive 20-photo
final project which represented a
class-wide theme. Our class voted on
the theme "Beauty is in the Eye of
the Beholder." Each student tackled a
different subject. From street fashion
to technology, students were given
about two weeks to shoot.
I chose to document the beauty
of Normal Heights, San Diego.
Normal Heights is located east of
USD and is home to the second
oldest business district in San Diego,
behind Old Town. Known for being
an
independent-business
heavy
neighborhood, Normal Heights is also
home to an eclectic mix of artists.
From the 24-hour coffee shop
Lestats to the book store which only
houses controversial or educational
books, Normal
Heights' shops
are about as varied as the people
themselves. I found the experience
of documenting the beauty of Normal
Heights incredibly daunting.
Given my virtually debilitating
fear of confrontation, it took about
four trips to Normal Heights before I
actually captured a photo of someone
with their consent. The process was
quite exhausting, but rewarding. My
iPhone made some beautiful photos,
and I met some amazing 'business
owners and artists.
While my experience differed
from my classmates', the results have
been equally intriguing, which was the
goal of the project. A representation
of each classmate's project will be
displayed throughout campus on
Thursday. The class project will aslo
be projected through a Tumblr page.
Lowenstein's stay on campus was
anything but extended. He has left
San Diego already in pursuit of future
projects. His first stop will be in Long
Beach, Calif, for a Ted Conference.
His plans beyond Long Beach are
mostly undecided, which is to be
expected from the artist.
Lowenstein's message to our
class still rings clearly in my ears,
though: "Just keep shooting."

Photo Courtesy of Erin Fogerty

Erin Fogerty spent 4 days inTema, Ghana visiting and playing with the children at the City of Refuge orphanage and school.
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Ghana women strive for economic freedom
By Mary Gaule

This time last year, while
hundreds in the class of 2013 were
struggling to choose where to study
abroad, Erin Fogerty's decision was
set in stone. Since arriving at USD,
the Connecticut native knew that the
Semester at Sea program was the one
for her.
The 111 day journey around the
globe impacted her life, but she did
not expect that the experience would
have an influence on her life back
home.
A popular study abroad option at
USD, Semester at Sea, takes students
to 12 different countries on a cruise
ship converted in to a college campus.
Fogerty's voyage was aboard the
"MV Explorer" which embarked from
Montreal, Canada.
From Montreal, the ship sailed
to Africa, India, Asia and South
America. Most of the countries visited
were developing nations. Witnessing
extreme poverty became a regular
occurrence for those on SAS.
"I wanted to see parts of the world
that I knew I probably wouldn't have

seen otherwise," said Fogerty.
One such part of the world was
the West African nation, Ghana.
During the ship's 4 day stop in Tema,
Ghana, Fogerty visited the City of
Refuge orphanage and school.
City of Refuge works to rescue
children enslaved in the fishing
industry and provide education to the
other local children.
Fogerty describes' the work
she did there as the most rewarding
work she has done in her life. She
describes her arrival at the orphanage
as particularly moving.
"When our van pulled up to
the orphanage little toddlers came
running out of the gate smiling and
waving like we were Santa Claus. I
started crying when I saw them all,"
said Fogerty.
She recounts an afternoon when
her group delivered over 600 lunches
to the local children. For many of
these children the small meal prepared
by the City of Refuge would be their
only food that day.
Despite the organization's best
intentions, there was not enough
food for about 200 of the local kids.
Fogerty remembers having to tell one

little boy that they were out of food.
"Even though that meant that
he would not eat that day, he still
managed to give me a smile," Fogerty
said.
It was with experiences such
as these fresh in her memory that
Fogerty returned to the United States
this December. Like most juniors at
USD, she almost immediately began
to weigh her options for Spring
internships.
During her search for internships
and job opportunities, Fogerty
stumbled upon the accessories
company Delia. Delia's story is
reminiscent of Fogerty's experience
in Ghana. Based in Los Angeles,
Delia was started by designer Tina
Tangalakis. Tangalakis is a volunteer
at the Happy Kids Orphanage in
Hohoe, Ghana.
During one of her volunteer visits,
Tangalakis met a local seamstress
Beatrice Agabe. Tangalakis and
Agabe's mutual passion for design
and improving the lives of those in
Etohoe led to the creation of Delia.
The company's slogan is "this
bag carries CHANGE" and its
products are created by economically

vulnerable Ghanian women.
After discovering the company,
Fogerty got in touch with the San
Diego representative and sent in her
resume. A few days later she was hired
as a marketing intern for the company.
Her tasks include maintaining
the company's Twitter and other
social media channels, fostering
relationships with media outlets
and working on in-store marketing
projects. She is currently pitching
Delia products to online retail sites
such as Modcloth, Free People and
Fred Segal.
Fogerty now also carries one of
the Classic Hobos, the company's
most popular bag, to school everyday
and hopes to raise awareness about
the brand on campus.
Working for Delia has helped to
combat the feeling of disconnection
between experiences abroad and life
at home. Fogerty feels lucky to be
able to apply her degree to something
positive that helps a place that touched
her heart.
Fogerty is also now a member
of the City of Refuge on-campus
club, started by those who went on
Semester at Sea in 2010.

Have a jolly time listening to pop sensation Fun.
By Maggie Hartley
What's the No. 1 downloaded song
on iTunes right now? It is not an Adele,
Katy Perry or Kelly Clarkson song. It is
"We are Young" by the band Fun. Fun.
is fresh off their second album, "Some
Nights." The album is also currently
No. 2 on the iTunes most downloaded
albums.
Fun. is an American indie pop
band formed by Nate Ruess, formerly
a member of the indie pop group The
Format. After the breakup of The
Format in 2008, Ruess moved to New
York to continue developing his music
career. In New York, Ruess decided to
form Fun. with Andew Dost and Jack
Antonoff. Dost was formerly a member
of the band Anathallo, and Antonoff was
a member of Steel Train. The guys were
eager to start something new when they
came together and developed the band.
Their debut album "Aim and Ignite"
was released in 2009 and was welcomed
into the music world with positive
review. Now on their second album,
Fun. is receiving harsher criticism than
after the release of their first album.
Despite the album's popularity, some
music critics are on the fence.
Ernest Wilkins, a music critic for
the RedEye Chicago offered input
after catching the band live in concert
without having heard any of their music
previously. Wilkins was impressed, but
wondered where fun. fit in the grander
scheme of the music world.
"The mass appeal of this album
is obvious, but the group's intents are
confusing. Does fun. want to draw in
a younger audience? Is the band trying
to be the soundtrack to your next three
summers? I can't really say," Wilkins
said. "What I can say: This is a tightlyproduced piece of ruthless, pop-chart
domination ambition and out-and-out
energy that more than lives up to the
band name."
"Some Nights" was released on
Feb. 21,but many had a taste of what
the album had in store from the lead
single, "We are Young." The single was
covered on the hit TV show "Glee" back
in December. Because this created a lot
of buzz for the band, Fun. didn't have
reservations about having their song on

the show.
"We feel like 'Glee' is such a
progressive show," Ruess said. "We
are insane musical theater fans. It could
be the smallest show in the world, but
because of a lot of the things it stands
for and the message it sends, we had no
apprehension about it."
Their musical theater obsession
comes through loud and clear on the
new album. This is the root of most of
the unpleasant criticism for the album.
"Some Nights" is the lead song on
the album. The song gives off a very
musical theater vibe. It starts with an
acoustic, harmonizing chant for about
40 seconds. The music slowly breaks
in and continues an inspirational singalong theme for the remainder of the
song. Initially, fun.'s sound is very
similar to the style of Queen and Mika.
The slight variation of their sound on
their new album is described by them
as "Queen rushed into the 21st century."
"Some Nights" is also inspired by
hip hop. Kanye West's work inspired
much of the new album. West's last
album happened to also have a theatrical
element. The band describes the reason
for the new sound as "giving in to a new
interest." They worked with hip hop
producers to take the sound to the next
level.
"I thought as a songwriter, too, it
was an interesting way of taking a song
that has a very Elton John kind of feel
and throwing beats on it," Ruess said.
"We are Young," featuring Janelle
Monae, is by far the most popular song
on the new album. Monae does a nice
job of highlighting the story being told
in the song. The band has explained the
song as "a night out with an attempt to
forget all your wrongdoings."
Critics of Fun.'s new album think
that the band is just looking for the big,
chart-topping hits. They are moving
from their once passionate, wellorchestrated pop to catchy, bubblegum, pop romp. Whether or not chart
topping hits were the band's goal, there
is no denying that they have launched
themselves into this category. iTunes
subscribers and "Glee" fans are loving
the new album. With a tour set for 2012,
Fun. is appreciating all the attention and
buzz they've earned.
The first 5 people to follow and
tweet at @SDmusicinsider will receive

Photo Courtesy of Fun.

Fun. live up to their name both in their lyrics as well as their live show.
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Spring Break Ideas in Son Diego

With spring break rapidly approaching, students are buying swimsuits and packing bags in anticipation of their upcoming trips. But for many at USD, the
phrase "We live where you spring break" becomes"! live where I spring break." Why pay hundreds, If not thousands, of dollars to travel elsewhere when
sand, sun and fun are located right down the street?

Enonita*

T
J

•_arW* £•*

Santa Ft

$*»

o

' Sotart*
Beach

>pw»y

0*1 Man

WW

W' i *"4 0^ C **

©ace P?« 'n.

v

Sanlee

<JR>
<S>

i

P.#*

San Diego

<£>

m*

m

Lc-isSfi.tn f? *v

.

w

Dfnc?

£1 Cajon

The Caslamp Quarter In downtown San
Diego Is the perfect spot for a night out. For
those students who are 2t and over and
looking for music and dancing, there are
quite a few dubs. Popular locations such as
Fluxx, Stfngaree and Voyeur frequently host
well-known DJs and performers. If In search
of something less flashy, Syrbh Wine Parlor
has a mellow atmosphere and an Impressive
selection of wine For the USD students
younger than 2% downtown has restaurants
of all types. Visit Ra for sushi or Searsudcer
for American cuisine. After dinner there are
comedy dubs such as The Comedy Palace In
Horton Plaza where the laughs are plentiful
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Mission Beach is conveniently located witfwn
10 minutes of USD's campus and offers the
perfect location for sea kayaking. For those
more experienced with kayaking, an outing
on the beautiful Pacific Ocean makes for the
perfect spring break activity. Keep an eye
out for seat*, dolphins and whales. For those
somewhat less brave, the bay offers a
calmer but no less scenic experience.
Although there are quite a few locations
that offer affordable rental prices for kayaks,
Cheaprentsls « conveniently located
between the beach and the bay on Mission
Blvd.

Gofciomp Quarter

Raniona

J

nmmtm

o

For an inexpensive spring break activity,
head north on the I-5 Freeway to Torrey
Pines and take a hike on one of the scenic
beach trails. The difficulty of the hike Is up to
the hiker. TraSs range from flat and easy to
steep and challenging. Ail hikes display
breathtaking views of the San Diego scenery
around each bend. Bring some water and a
camera in order to take full advantage of the
location. After hiking, the Torrey Pines beach
is perfect to cool down on and enjoy a picnic
lunch. Food Is only permitted cm the beach,
so pack some sandwiches and drinks In a
cooler and leave ft In the car to pick up after
the hike is finished

Now that the weather is beginning to heat up, a
day of shopping In La Jolla might be the perfect
way to add some warm weather dothes to your
spring break attire. La Jolla is best known for
having a mix of boutique shops like LF, as well as
retail stores like forever 21 and Urban Outfitters.
Shopping all day can get exhausting, An excel
lent spot for resting the feet after a long day is at
Sprinkles Cupcakes. Sprinkles Is located on Villa
La JoBa Drive. With flavors such as red velvet,
lemon ginger and chocolate mar shmallow, there
Is sure to be something that will satisfy almost
anyone's sweet tooth. Sprinkles even bakes dog
friendly cupcakes, In case Fluffy and FJdo are
spring breaking as well.
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toronado Island Is charming area of San
Diego and is home to the Coronado Coif
course. This course Is surrounded by water
and promises a day of golf and fantastic
views. It fe a public course and the green fees
are priced reasonably. Golfers can hit the
course on weekdays, weekends, holidays
and twilight The area Is filled with cafes and
smaB restaurants, perfect for dinner after a
day of golf.
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Oscars 2012: The most glamorous awards show this year
By Annalisa Minetto
Primed for glitz and glam, the
gorgeous actors and actresses of the
Hollywood elite graced the red carpet
for the 84th annual Academy Awards.
Along with the beautiful gowns
and handsome tuxes, some of the most
buzzed about moments of the awards
show included a near nip-slip by none
other than JLo, some shenanigans only
the hilarity of Sacha Baron Cohen's
character the Dictator could provide
and of course Angelina Jolie's upperthigh-exposing pose.
Billy Crystal hosted this year's
Academy Awards. Crystal has hosted
the awards show nine times. Overall
the critics were pleased to see his return
to the stage with harmless, quick
witted jokes and a few hilarious film
montages.
One of the first awards to be
presented was for the Best Actress in
a Supporting Role. Up for the award
were actresses Berenice Bejo, "The
Artist"; Jessica Chastain, "The Help";
Melissa McCarthy, "Bridesmaids";
Janet McTeer, "Albert Nobbs" and
front runner Octavia Spencer, The
Help".
Many people's prediction came
true when Spencer took home the prize
for her role as Minny Jackson in the
critically acclaimed film "The Help.
One of the most endearing moments
of the night came during Spencer's
shocked acceptance speech when she
thanked the entire state of Alabama for
her win.
The next big award announced was
for the Best Supporting Actor. 82-yearold Christopher Plummer took home
the golden statue for his role in the
film "Beginners," the oldest performer
to ever be honored in a competing
category. In Plummer's heart-felt
acceptance speech his warmest words
came when he thanked his wife of more
than 40 years.
"To my long suffering wife, Elaine,
who deserves the Nobel Peace Prize for
coming to my rescue every day of my
life," Plummer said.
In the highly contested race for
the Best Actress Oscar it' was pretty
stiff competition between Glen Close,

"Albert Nobbs"; front runner Viola
Davis, "The Help"; Rooney Mara, "The
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo"; Michelle
Williams, "My Week With Marilyn"
and Meryl Streep, "The Iron Lady."
In the end Meryl Streep came out
on top for her portrayal of British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher. Streep
has a long history of success at the
Academy Awards.
For the 17-time nominee, this was
Streep's third win. Streep has received
more nominations than any other
actress, but she last won in 1983 for her
lead role in the heart-wrenching film
"Sophie's Choice." Before that, she
won for "Kraner v. Kramer" in 1979.
The most Academy Awards ever won
by any actor is four, which is held by
the late, great Katherine Hepburn.
In Streep's speech she made sure
to thank her husband of 34 years, Don.
"I want him to know that everything
I value most in our lives you've given
me," Streep said.
A teary-eyed and visibly thrilled
Steep went on to admit she feels people
think she has won too many times.
"When you called my name, I
had this feeling I could hear half of
America going, 'Oh, come on, why her
again?'... But whatever!" Streep said.
She continued by thanking her friends
and colleagues for "the love and the
sheer joy we have shared making
movies together."
Streep's
acceptance
speech
highlighted what is most appreciated
in Hollywood. She emphasized the
true, underlying reasons for why the
actors do what they do. It. was evident
from the audience's reaction that this
is a universal feeling amongst the
attendees.
The loud and clear juggernaut
of the night, however, was the silent
film "The Artist." The film took home
the biggest prizes of Best Actor in a
Leading Role, Best Director and the
much sought after Best Picture. The
Best Actor award went to the first
Frenchman ever, Jean Dujardin.
The 84th annual Academy Awards
did celebrated the best and brightest
in the film
industry while giving
Americans an insight into the lives of
stars from the comfort of their living
rooms.

Sylvia Choi/TheVista
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Brown Shoe are breaking into the music scene with charm
By Stefanie Howell
When you think of a lead singer,
the first thing that comes to mind isn't
a soft spoken voice that is almost
a whisper. You wouldn't expect
someone who whispers when speaking
to belt out electric honey vocals as he
guides a song to full fruition. That is
the interesting quirk of Ryan Baggaley,
the pensive lead singer of Brown Shoe,
a band from Folsom, Calif., where
Johnny Cash played to prison inmates
in 1955.
It is the four Baggaley brothers:
Ryan, Bryson, Aaron and Landon, that
founded the band Brown Shoe eight
years ago. Ryan still looks back at
that fateful day for the self-described
orchestral rock band.
"We've always played together,
but then we decided to make it formal.
The name itself is like a curse," Ryan
said. Looking back on that day the
Baggaley brothers christened their new
band, Baggaley remembers the feeling
of complete confusion, especially in
regards to the band name.
"We don't really know how we
got it. We just wanted something plain,
something very boring, something that
doesn't remind you of anything. It's a
terrible idea looking back at it now but,
whatever. There's no point of reference.
We just wanted something very plain
and drab and a great juxtaposition to
the musical landscape. But we were
kind of drunk."
Ryan quickly assumed the lead
singing role as well as the role of
rhythm guitar.
"We all kind of play a lot of stuff,"
Ryan said, "Bryson plays bass mainly
but he also plays the dulcimer, the
accordion and the drums. And then
Aaron plays the guitar mostly, keys
occasionally, but primarily guitar. He
just messes with all sorts of instruments,
whatever he can get his hands on. We
all kind of jump around."
The need for an extra drummer
became apparent, so they enlisted
Chandler Clemons in 2008. According
to Ryan, there were definite personality
differences.
"Aaron is the most responsible.
He's the most flexible but definitely the
most responsible. Landon is the party

animal. He's always getting up to get
a drink. He's definitely the most odd
person in the bunch. Just don't tell him
that. It's okay in paper, but don't say it
to his face.
He can wear interesting clothes,
he's kind of fashion forward. He's
the Woody Allen of the band. He's
real neurotic, but the most likeable
character. He's young, you know,
nineteen. I'm the poet of the band. Half
the time I'm writing structured stuff,
poems. The song "Aquarium" on our
record best explains my life."
His musical influences have
included the likes of Simon and
Garfunkel,
Otis
Redding,
Neil
Young, Led Zeppelin, Pearl Jam, and
Radiohead. Or bands he describes as
"pushing the envelope in what they're
trying to achieve."
Still, they can't help but get a dose
of Bonnie Taylor, a secret they keep
between themselves.
"I need a hero by Bonnie Taylor
is the band's favorite guilty pleasure,"
Ryan said. "We all like it. We listen to
it when we go from show to show. It's
always on our iPods. That's a great,
hilarious one."
According to Ryan, life on the road
is punctuated with moments of hilarity.
"We were doing a big show. The
owner was great, we were having a
great night and it was pretty easy at
this point. There was this biergarten,
which Aaron proceeded to at the end
of the night. After a while Aaron just
started singing, and he embarrassed
himself. And the people that were
there that were cleaning up and just
started looking at him. That was pretty
hilarious." (stupid)
Life on the road of musicians can
be cumbersome nonetheless. Ryan said
they need vodka and Red Bull to make
it. He referenced "American Idol" as a
small sample of what musicians have
to go through.
"On 'American Idol' you realize
how hard people have to work. It takes
a lot of work to be good at something.
You kind of know what you want to be,
and it's not just talent. It's a lot of hard
work."
And that hard work has paved
the way for Brown Shoe's visit to San
Diego, where they will play on Mar. 7
at The Ruby Room.

DR. SEUSS' THE LORAX
TIM AND ERIC'S BILLION DOLLAR MOVIE

esy of Brown Shoes

Brown Shoe, made up of four brothers and a friend, make their way into San Diego next week.

GIRLS @ CASBAH

JACKIE GREEN @ BELLY UP
SCARS ON 45 @ ANTHOLOGY
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The Vista Editor-in-Chief live blogs the Oscars
By Chris Haiineke
5:30 p.m. We're underway here
at the Kodak Theatre. The first person
we see is Morgan Freeman. In his best
"the penguins like to mate" voice, he
tells us the Oscars are a time to look
back. 30 seconds in and you can already
see where this is headed. But it's OK,
because everyone under the age of 30
is watching the NBA All-Star Game, so
there's no need to even try and pull in
that demographic just yet.
5:33 p.m. We just finished the
typical opening montage of the host
appearing in a clip of each of the Best
Picture nominees and making jokes. To
play to the older crowd, we get Crystal
in blackface joking with Justin Bieber.
Haha. Do you get it, old people? Justin
Bieber is this young kid that a bunch of
other young kids like, so having him
appear with a white guy wearing paint
to look like Sammy Davis Jr. is totally
hilarious. OK, glad you're on board.
Here's that same guy, minus the paint,
live on stage!
It seems like Billy Crystal's jokes
were written by Jay Leno's staff of
writers for the elderly audience. We
had our Bieber joke, an iPad joke, and,
wait, people watch movies on their cell
phones? This is going to be a long show.
5:38 pjn. And here's the usual
opening monologue dance number.
Seriously?
5:47 p.m. "Hugo" just won the
first two awards of the night, for Best
Cinematography and Best Art Direction.
The winners gave their speeches while
we all pretended to care. Actually, we
finished making dinner while they
spoke so that we could eat while the
stuff we did care about was happening.
5:52 pan. So Crystal sat down next
to a woman and said he saw his first
movie with her like 30 years ago, and it
was magic and blah blah blah. OK, but
he never said who she is. I assume it's
his wife. I guess the audience knows it
to be his wife? I don't know, I'm lost.
Also, they start watching these clips on
the big screen. It's like they're at the
movies all over again! I don't really
know what this montage is about, other
than that it has some famous lines.
Like, it was cool to see the clips and
all of that, but I have no idea why they
decided to show them to us.
6:00 pan. Cameron Diaz and
Jennifer Lopez are presenting Best
Costume Design. Lopez is wearing
her best "I'm divorced now, look how
nice my breasts look" dress. The two
present "The Artist" with the award.
The winner gives a speech. I'm dozing
off as "The Iron Lady" is announced as
the winner for Best Makeup. I'm pretty
sure the Slam Dunk Contest was more
engaging than this.
6:03 p.m. A bunch of actors are on
screen talking about their movie-going
experiences. This is fun, because, they
go to the movies just like the rest of us.
Only they probably pick based on what

6:45 pjn. Robert Downey Jr. and
they want to see rather than if it is worth
spending $40 to get the kids/the wife/ Gwenyth Paltrow get all awkward and
the girlfriend to shut up for 2 hours. present Best Documentary. Every year
But still, stars are just like us. At least I I tell myself I'm going to watch these
think that's what this clip was going for. documentaries that get nominated,
Again, I'm lost.
because they always look super6:07 pjn. "A Separation" wins interesting. Then I just never do. This
Best Foreign Language film. This is year's winner, "Undefeated," looks
always a fun category for me because cool, but the dudes accepting the award
it's the only one that everyone knows the all look like a bunch of Lambda Chis
winner ahead of time. This is probably going to formal. They even curse a
because no one actually saw any of couple times.
these movies so one person just says
While we're here, the race for this
"Movie X" should win, and it spreads decade's "Yoko" reached new heights
like wildfire. The director gives a nice this year. Tom Brady's Patriots again
speech, but he reads it from a piece failed to finish off Eli Manning and
of paper. Someone didn't take public the Giants in the Super Bowl, giving
speaking. Extemporaneous delivery is Gisele Bundchen a big lead. But every
always more effective.
time "Paradise" plays on the radio
Oh and I should mention Sandra (NOTE: every two seconds) Paltrow
Bullock presented the award. Insert inches closer. Coldplay is one more
"poor Sandra, Jesse James is a monster" disappointing album away from giving
her the edge. These are the things this
joke here.
6:15 pan. I always forget Christian show has forced me to contemplate.
Bale is English. Seriously, every time
6:48 p.m. The NBA All-Star Game
he opens his mouth, I do a triple take. must have just ended, because Chris
Anyway, he's presenting the Best Rock is on. now. Hey, he was funny!
Supporting Actress award.
More of him, please. He also announces
And Octavia Spencer wins the first "Rango" as Best Animated Feature. I
award people somewhat care about for was confused as to why "Hugo" wasn't
Best Supporting Actress for her role in nominated here. Then I looked at
"The Help." And now, presumably, that "Hugo'"s IMDB page and found out it
means we're going back to another 20- wasn't even an animated movie. I'm so
30 minutes of more crap no one wants behind on movies this year.
to watch.
6:58 p.m. Melissa McCarthy bit
6:19 p.m. Billy Crystal returns where she is hitting on Crystal (ew),
from commercials and makes a black Ben Stiller and Emma Stone present
joke. People in the audience laugh "Hugo" with Achievement in Visual
uncomfortably. Then he talks about Effects', Crystal makes a "Harry Potter"
movies some more. He's done that a lot joke that I think had political undertones
already.
but I don't care enough to find out for
6:23 pjn. Another clip. This one sure. Are you as bored reading this as I
in black and white. I think it's supposed am watching it?
to be funny because I can hear audience
7:03 p.m. Christopher Plummer
members laughing. I don't really know wins Best Supporting Actor. Instead of
what it's about, but Fred Willard and caring about that, I spent the whole time
Eugene Levy are in it, sort of like every pondering the many shapes and faces of
his fellow nominee, Jonah Hill. He went
other movie ever made. So that's nice.
6:32 pjn. BestEditing"GirlWithth "Christian Bale in 'The Machinist'" and
eDragonTattoo"BestSoundEditing"Hu "Robert DeNiro in 'Raging Bull'" all
go"BestSoundMixing"Hugo." Did you in the span of about 10 months. Wow,
read that in fast forward? Because that's Christopher Plummer is old though.
7:09 pjn. Crystal puts actors'
how I watched it.
6:36 p.m. Kermit and Miss Piggy faces on the screen and makes jokes
welcome us back from commercial. pretending to be the voice in their head.
Like every other "bit" to this point, it Apparently he did this a lot when he
falls flat. They're introducing... Cirque used to host. He cuts to Angelina Jolie,
du Soleil? Oh, because there isn't who looks like skinny, "Machinist"
enough French in this broadcast already. Jonah Hill with way too much makeup
Regarding the act itself, look, I on.
7:15 p.m. OK, just like the show
enjoy Cirque du Soleil. Those people
are incredible. Maybe more incredible itself, this is starting to run long, so
than some of the best athletes in the I'll try and cut it down. Some stuff
world. But do I really need a five minute happened, then "The Artist" won Best
song and dance routine at a freaking Original Score, and French people had
awards show? It just felt like another more of a reason to celebrate in our
chance for all of these "artists" to look faces.
down at everyone else and be like "look
7:19 p.m. Hey, it's Will Ferrell
at the fine things we appreciate, like and Zach Galifinakis, and they have big
cymbals! This was kind of funny, plus
fancy circuses!"
6:41 pjn. Now Crystal is giving some relatively normal looking guy
some spiel on age not mattering. Then won the award for Best Original Song
he even talks about the old demographic for his song in "The Muppets." That
and makes a Flomax joke. Maybe I was refreshing.
7:25 p.m. Commercials and
should just watch this in 50 years and
Crystal kill that momentum though.
see if it's funnier.

Crystal is laughing at all of his jokes. the "In memoriam" segment, so at least
I'm glad he finds them funny. By the that part of the show didn't disappoint
way, my mother, who is 54, called me me.
8:14 p.m. The actors that were
at this point of the show. She found
talking about how much they like
Crystal hilarious. So there you go.
7:29 pjn. Angelina is now movies are now talking about how
presenting. She looks like a mannequin difficult they have it making movies.
you would find in Macy's. And no, My goodness, the lack of self-awareness
that's not a good thing. In case her here is enough to make Lebron James
dress wasn't revealing it enough for blush.
And Crystal just made fun of it
you already, she even poses like said
mannequin to further show off her too! Nice job Billy, you may have made
disturbingly bony leg. In his bed at about 35 awful pun jokes throughout
night, Brad Pitt has to look next to him, the night, but bringing those actors off
then hear one of his 17 adopted children their high horses certainly made up for
weeping and just start bawling himself. it a little bit.
8:17 p.m. Natalie Portman is
"The Descendants" wins Best
Adapted
Screenplay,
which
is presenting Best Actor, and she's
refreshing only because Dean Pelton doing that thing the presenters do for
from "Community" is one of the these categories nowadays where she
writers that won the award and is comments on each actor's performance
mocking Angelina's mannequin pose. directly to them. You think she actually
saw all of these movies? She's certainly
"Community" is awesome.
7:32 pjn. "Midnight in Paris" reading her cue cards like she has
wins Best Original Screenplay. Great, no idea who the hell Demian Bichir
because'Woody Allen and the French is just like the rest of us, even as she
weren't already insufferable enough. occasionally makes eye contact with
Thankfully, Allen isn't there, so the him to keep up the act.
Jean Dujardin wins for his
mannequin carries his statue off stage
performance in "The Artist." OK, I'm
for him. Fitting.
7:35 pjn. More actors talking just an ignorant young fool who has no
about how important movies are to real place to comment on this, but <vas
it really that much more difficult to say
them. Thanks guys, now we know!
7:50 p.m. TchnologyCrystallaugh two lines of dialogue and then display
ingathisownjokes"TheShore"BestLiv a wide range of emotion than it was to
eActionShort "SavingFace" BestDocu display a wide range of emotion and
mentaryShort"TheFantasticFlyingBoo say an entire screenplay of dialogue? I
ksofMr.Lessmore"BestAnimatedShort. suppose the dancing counts as dialogue?
Why are these awards coming so late in I don't know, I guess it's like the whole
"what does 'valuable' mean for an
the show?
7:53 p.m. Now, out of nowhere, MVP?" Is Best Actor most enjoyable
we're at the big-time awards. I'd at least to watch, most unique or simply most
like a heads-up that I should start caring difficult performance to execute? I'm
now. First up, Best Director. Michel seriously asking, because I have no
Hazanavicius takes it home for "The idea.
8:30 p.m. Now it's Colin Firth's
Artist." And the French domination
turn to pretend he saw all of the Best
continues.
Meryll
8:01 p.m. What I gathered from the Actress nominees' films.
clip montage of the Governor's Awards: Streep wins her third Oscar for her
James Earl Jones has an awesome performance in "The Iron Lady." I saw
voice, and no one enjoys crying while none of these movies, so I have nothing
celebrating themselves more than to add, but the popular opinion is that
Viola Davis got robbed, so I'll fake
Oprah.
8:03 pjn. Oh boy, they just outrage over that. Still, I don't know
promised the Death Montage will be much about acting, but I know every
coming after the commercial break. time I've ever watched Meryll Streep,
Who bookends it this year? This is I've always come away thinking "Man,
my favorite part of the show every she was really good." Plus she seems
year, by the way. It's fun knowing that likable enough in her speeches.
8:38 p.m.Tom Cruise is presenting
somewhere, in a production room, the
conversation "Who's death was more Best Picture. Should I make the short
important: Peter Falk or Elizabeth joke, the Scientology joke, the KatieHolmes-is-brainwashed-joke or just cut
Taylor?" was had.
8:09 p.m. Here we go! Some them altogether to save time since the
lady with a huge afro is singing Louie show has already run long?
"The Artist" wins for Best Picture.
Armstrong's "What a Wonderful World"
as it begins. Not what I expected, but Again, I saw none of these movies and
interesting nevertheless. Jane Russell I know nothing about them. I just know
gets the honor of opening the montage. that the French whooped everyone's
We're going one by one this year. No butt tonight, and they're all laughing at
lumping dead people together on the »us right now. Who cares if they make
same screen this time around. Elizabeth more sophisticated movies than us, we
Taylor bookends it. She had to be the didn't have to give them this, Academy!
There has to be a way we can
favorite coming in. She deserves it. I
usually get unreasonably angry when blame this atrocity of a show on Lebron
someone undeserving gets to bookend James, right?

The Cropper Memorial Writers Series highlights talented students
By Sarah Jorgensen
Senior Eloisa Amezcua and recent
graduate Kyle DeNuccio's names
will be added to the Cropper Creative
Writing Contest plaque afer winning
this year's awards for poetry and
fiction.
The winners were announced
last Friday at the latest reading of the
Lindsay J. Cropper Memorial Writers
Series, featuring poet Ilya Kaminsky
and fiction writer Jodi Angel, which
took place in Manchester Auditorium.
First, Angel read a short story
aloud which she said she had written
just days before the event. She is
currently a professor of literature
and fiction writing at University of
California, Davis.
Next, Kaminsky read a number
of poems from his poetry collection
"Dancing in Odessa," which in 2004
was named BestPoetry Book of the Year
by ForeWord Magazine. Kaminsky
is a poet from Odessa, former Soviet
Union and is currently a professor at
San Diego State University.
The two guest writers also served
as the judges of the contest and
reviewed 18 entries in fiction and 12
entries in poetry, according to English
professor Dr. Halina Duraj, who
helped organized the contest. For both
winners, winning the contest was a
memorable achievement.
"It's really nice to be recognized
for something I've been working on
for the past two years," Amezcua said.
"It's a nice boost as I wait to hear
back from graduate schools, where
I'm hoping to get an MFA in poetry."
Amezcua and DeNuccio will both
receive checks for $125.
The next Lindsay J. Cropper
Memorial Writers Series reading
will be held on March 30 in Warren
Auditorium and will feature Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet Rae Armantrout
and fiction writer, poet and translator
Katie Farris.

ourtesy c

T O P LEFT: Eloisa Amezcua with Jericho Brown and Halina Duraj upon receiving her award. BOTTOM LEFT: Jodi Angel, Ilya Kaminsky and Jericho Brown. RIGHT: Ilya Kaminsky
reads from his poetry collection "Dancing in Odessa."
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Losing
yourself in
intramurals

By Phil Morelli
This past Tuesday, the USD intra
mural soccer season began. For me,
now that I am done with football, this
was one of the biggest days on my
calendar. I never played soccer grow
ing up. Like most adolescent idiots, I
thought soccer was a sport for wimps.
For whatever reason however, I made
such judgements without ever really
watching a game. I assumed physical
contact was completely forbidden and
that every player on the field faked
an.injury. I was ignorant and I was
wrong. In fact, most people who don't
like soccer are equally as ignorant and
wrong as well.
When played correctly, the flow of
passes and the creativity of each play
er's movement are truly poetry in mo
tion. Anyone who has ever watched FC
Barcelona play over the past few years
knows what I am talking about. They
exemplify the reason soccer is known
around the world as the beautiful game.
I have grown to truly love soc
cer. Now'that my football career is
over, soccer has completely taken over
my fife. So naturally when intramural
season started, I could not be more ex
cited.
With that being said however, I
am sure that most others in our league
are not as excited to play my team as
we are to play theirs. Over the past few
years, the intramural teams I have been
apart of have been competitive to say
the least. We always try to comprise
our coed squad with a mix of soccer
players who have graduated from USD
as well as with football players who
have some soccer playing experience.
The result on the field is usually a mix
between the two sports- a brutal mix
ture of backyard football with semiorganized passing and communication
filled with an awful lot of cursing.
Although it is an intramural sport,
we play to win the game where as
most people are just out there to have a
good time. We hate when the referee's
get the call wrong, we hate when we
get scored on and most importantly
we hate to lose. We are definitely a
little over-competitive for the occa
sion. However, is it necessarily a bad
thing to want a win in a game that is
supposed to be just for fun? Maybe
you would answer yes, but for me, the
point of any game is to win. Whether
its Words-With-Friends, boxing, Jenga
or a keg race, the point is to win the
game. Sure I could go out on the field,
be content with having a good time, en
joy hanging out with my buddies on a
Tuesday night, all while being uncon
cerned about losing the game. But then
why the hell would I pay money to join
the league? If I wanted to pay money to
be in a laissez-faire social club, I would
have joined a frat.
I'm certain there are those out
there who think that sometimes los
ing is a good thing and that learning
experiences can be taken from losing.
In some aspects, those people are com
pletely correct. However nothing is
ever learned from losing if the desire
to win isn't there in the first place. Los
ing may be a good thing but it's never
something that anyone should get used
to.
The fact that we want to win every
game probably angers a lot of people,
but I'm not so sure we are going to
change our ways. We are a product of
a world in which results are the only
thing that matter. Whether in a business
environment or in a collegiate sport, if
you're not producing positive results,
you're not doing well enough.
The point of all this being I would
like to apologize in advance for any
of our team's "competitive" antics, if
indeed such things are a crime against
other players in the league. Consider
this to be our team's sympathy message
before our 6-foot-4, 230 pound ex-defensive -lineman goes up for a header
and accidentally runs over a few indi
viduals. This is our team sending our
condolences to the many referees who
are just doing their work-study but also
happen to be doing it wrong. This is
our attempt to commiserate with those
who fail repeatedly to get past our centerback who recently just participated
in the Women's World Cup. And this
is also our effort to say sorry to those
who we offend with our potty mouthed
on-field play.
Hope to see everybody at the
games on Tuesday nights, now lets go
have some fun playing soccer.
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Sophomore pitcher Dylan Covey delivers the pitch in his start against Oregon State on Feb. 25. Covey threw 6.1 innings and allowed just two earned runs.

Toreros baseball sweeps USD Tourney
Bryant named WCC Player of the Week for his efforts
By Chris Hanneke
It takes a special player to out
shine the rest of his teammates when
that team averaged 14.25 hits over a
weekend in which they finished 4-0.
But if you didn't know by now,
sophomore Kris Bryant is a special
player.
"He is a great player with a big
bat," redshirt junior pitcher Nick Youpel said of Bryant. "We have confi
dence in any guy that comes up in a
big situation."
In a weekend that featured a doubleheader on Friday, a contest with the
No. 21 team in the country on Satur
day, and a morning game to close it
out on Sunday, Bryant never stopped
hitting. He finished the four-game set
going 9-for-19 (.474) with a double, a
home run, and a whopping nine RBI.
His stellar play not only led the reen
ergized Toreros offense that struggled
in Sam Houston State a week prior, it
earned him WCC Player of the Week

honors for what is sure to be the first
of several times this season.
Of course, it takes a team to win
games, and Bryant certainly wasn't
alone in leading the Toreros through
their big weekend.
Seniors Corey LeVier and Bryan
Haar aided Bryant on the offensive
end during Friday's doubleheader, but
it was the two starting pitchers that re
ally kept the opponents in check.
Junior Calvin Drummond won
the first game of the day against Kan
sas State University, going 7.0 innings
and allowing just one run to go along
with eight strikeouts, improving to 2-0
on the season and lowering his ERA
to 1.42.
Senior Paul Sewald was equally
brilliant in the second game of the
doubleheader against the University of
the Pacific, going 7.0 innings and al
lowing just one run, as he recorded his
first win of the season. In 14.0 innings
pitched through his first two starts,
Sewald has allowed just one run.
While any win is a good win, the

fact is some are bigger than others.
Saturday's contest with the nationallyranked and perennial contender Ore
gon State Beavers was an opportunity
for this year's Toreros team to not only
boost their own confidence early on in
the season, but to send a message to
the college baseball world that they
are for real.
A 16-hit offensive outburst did
just that as it led to a booming 13-2
shellacking of the Beavers.
Statement made.
Dylan Covey got the win on the
hill, but he didn't have to do much, as
it was again Bryant leading the way
offensively. He was joined by junior
Dillon Haupt, who crushed the first
home run of his college career while
going 3-for-5 with three RBI.
"Beating Oregon State was huge
for us," Youpel said. "It took our con
fidence to another level that we need
on our journey to Omaha."
Wins over supposed better teams
can do wonders for a team's confi
dence, and that was certainly on dis

play in the weekend's final game. The
Toreros fell down 3-0 in the third in
ning, but relied on the confidence that
comes from defeating top-tier teams
and willed their way back into the con
test before finally breaking through
and taking the lead for good in the bot
tom of the seventh.
The bullpen of Drew Jacobs, Max
McNabb and Michael Wagner threw
6.1 scoreless innings to keep the Tore
ros in the contest, while Julian Duran
led the way offensively, going 2-for-3
with three RBI.
It was just one weekend, four
games, in a long season. The team is
in the process of another busy week
which will feature five games, the
first of which concluded on Tuesday
after this issue went to print. But the
team will play four games this week
end, two against Cal State Northridge,
and one each against Cal Poly and
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. All games will
be played at Tony Gwynn Stadium at
San Diego State as part of the Aztec
Invitational.

Dugout Diary: Finding a team identity
By Jackson Shannon
Every team, regardless of wins and
losses, has an identity. How a team cre
ates their identity is up to them.
In baseball having a team identity
is crucial to success and becomes the
foundation of the culture for a team. At
every level you can find specific char
acteristics that teams have.
The best example in baseball of a
team having a strong identity and team
culture is the New York Yankees. The
old saying is that the Yankees win so
much because everyone is busy staring
at their pinstripe jerseys. Since the be
ginning, the Yankees have always had
star players, won championships and
intimidated opponents. The Yankees

have always possessed these traits and
will continue to because of their team
identity and culture. Head coach Rich
Hill continues to stress the importance
of this year's team to find our identity.
The teams with a strong identity and
culture tend to be the best Torero teams.
The culture that encompasses USD
baseball is an extremely strong bond.
Anyone that attends a game knows
that the dugout energy and intensity is
far superior to any other dugout in the
country. Weekend scrimmages in the
offseason are so competitive that you'd
think we were playing in the College
World Series.
This weekend was highly success
ful for our team as we swept the USD
tournament, beating the likes of Kansas
State, Oregon State and Pacific. Satur

day's game against Oregon State was a
true showing of this year's potential.
From the beginning of the Oregon
State game we were loud, especially
when we we're hitting. The first two in
nings our dugout was insane. We were
all screaming at the top of our lungs,
harmonizing together in team chants,
and having as much fun as we could, all
while being locked in for every pitch.
Oregon State's starting pitcher had
no idea what to do and was extremely
rattled by our dugout.
"While taking my lead at first,"
senior Bryan Haar said, "I couldn't be
lieve how loud our dugout was. It was
as if it was the last game we were ever
going to play in our lives."
We quickly put up three runs, and
never looked back, winning the game

13-2. This weekend's success was
definitely a statement to the rest of
the country that this bunch of Toreros
means business.
This year, our team is very close
and everyone is cool with each other,
wanting each and every one of us to
succeed. In my opinion, the dugout en
ergy and camaraderie that we possess
as a team is going to be the foundation
for finding our true identity. Every team
member is involved and there is no
competition with each other, just work
ing together for a common goal: to win.
It will be interesting too see how we
evolve as a team and where we take this
weekends success into the future.
I can't wait until we're playing on
ESPN and the announcers comment on
how loud and energetic our dugout is.

@CP3
Chris Paul

@kevinlove
Kevin Love

@DanicaPatrick
Danica Patrick

That idea for Paul George's dunk

A successful All-Star weekend

1st-l want to thank and apologize

was one of the most creative

in the books. Good weekend for

to my fans for crashing early.

those named Kevin. @KDTrey5

2nd-l am having a eggs and a

@KevinHart4real #AIIStar

beer for dinner.

dunks I've seen yet!!! #Greatldea
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Toreros tie regular season record for wins
By Kaitlin Healy

Senior night brought out an in
tensity not seen before from the To
reros. The seniors shined in their last
regular season home game last Thurs
day against the Saint Mary's College
Gaels, led by Dominique Conner's season-high 25 points. Conner's led her
team to an exciting 74-59 win against
the Gaels, giving the Toreros their 20th
win of the season.
"I cannot believe I am a senior,
this year has flown by with so many
great memories" says Conners. "I have
been taught so many things growing in
this program and there are many things
in which I have done my best to pass
down to the younger women."
The Torero offense put in ex
tra work for their seniors in Thurs
day night's game, with three ladies
scoring in the double digits. Conners
scored a new season high as well as
recording three steals and dishing out
three assists. Sophomore guard Amy
Kame followed Conners, putting up
18 points, recording two assists and
pulling down three rebounds. Redshirt
sophomore forward Felicia Wijenberg
was the final Torero to score in double
digits, recording her new career high of
13 points.
This is only the second time in
program history that USD women's
basketball has reached the 20-win mark
in one season. The only other time this
was recorded was in the Toreros' 20062007 season.
Saturday brought USD's final reg
ular season game, as the team closed

out their conference play with a win
over the Portland University Pilots.
Conners took the team on her back
once again as she scored 22 points,
pulled down seven rebounds and re
corded three assists and three steals.
The game began with the momen
tum on the Pilots side, but the Toreros
quickly fought back with a layup by
junior forward Kiara Wischer, igniting
a 17-3 run.
With this week's wins, USD wom
en's basketball has not only clinched
the No. 3 seed entering the West Coast
Conference Tournamentnext week,
but they have also tied the 2006-2007
team's record for most wins in a sea
son. With 21 wins on the season, the
Toreros are just one win away from
breaking the all-time winning record.
The Toreros as a team, and even
individually, are close to breaking
even more records. With the end of the
season rapidly approaching, Conners
continues to chase the all-time USD
scoring record. Conners has clinched
the all-time steals record with 258, and
is only 59 points shy of being the alltime leader in career points. With her
17.9 points per game average, Conners
is sure to leave her name in the USD
women's basketball record books.
"I think the best thing is that
any game, anyone could be the lead
ing scorer. We have people who have
stepped up big when I lack in scoring,
or sometimes the defense is just allow
ing me to make the easy plays," Con
ners said about her role as the leading
scorer.
"All I know is how strongly I want
to finish this season, if that's scoring, I

must score, if that's passing,
I must get my teammates the
ball, and if that's cheering
loud, then i'll do that, be
cause I want so much for my
last season to be successful."
With a teamwork at
titude, and leading scorer
like Conners, the Toreros
have a great deal of success
to look forward to as they
enter postseason play. The
West Coast Confrence Tour
nament started last night
and will continue through
Monday. The Toreros will
face the winner of the Saint
Mary's and Portland game
on Friday in Las Vegas, Nev.
On Tuesday, the To
reros learned more good
news rewarding them for
their regular season success.
Head coach Cindy Fisher
was named WCC Coach of
the Year for the second time
in her increasingly impres
sive tenure with the Toreros.
On top of that, Conners
and fellow senior Morgan
Woodrow were both award
ed with first-team All-WCC
honors. Woodrow averaged
a career-high 13.1 points per
game this season.
Sophomore
Amy
Kame received All-WCC
Hoonorable Mention for
her efforts on the season, as
well. Kame averaged 11.0
points per game.
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Senior Dominique Conners was named first team All-West Coast Conference.

Softball stuns No. 23 Houston, goes 2-3 over weekend
By David Downs
The University of San Diego
' softball team (4-6) rallied around two
outstanding performances by a pair of
highly-touted sophomore pitchers on
their way to a 2-3 finish at the Gaucho
Classic I held this past weekend at UC
Santa Barbara's Campus Diamond.
A USD-record 16-strikeout per
formance by sophomore Jenny Lahitte
led to a shocking 3-1 upset over the

No. 23 University of Houston Cou
gars in opening round play Friday.
The historic victory over the Cougars
(7-5) was the USD softball team's first
over a top-25 opponent since Mar. 23,
2003. Lahitte's virtuoso performance
was complemented later that weekend
by sophomore Cassidy Coleman who
pitched a complete game and, struck
out eight batters in an equally impres
sive 5-1 victory over UC Santa Barba
ra (6-11) in the final game of the classic
Sunday afternoon.

"Our pitchers deserve alot of cred
it for this weekend," senior infielder
Jessica Tieszen said. "They did their
part as a pitching staff and kept us in
every game this weekend."
Unfortunately for the Toreros
these were the only highlights of an
otherwise disappointing
weekend
which resulted in two losses to UNLV
(7-7) and an additional loss to Nevada
(4-11) during the course of the tourna
ment.
UNLV narrowly pulled out a 3-2

win on Friday night but soundly de
feated the Toreros 7-3 in the rematch
Sunday morning. The lowly Nevada
Wolfpack dealt the Toreros a 3-2 defeat
Saturday afternoon in a tightly contest
ed and equally disappointing affair.
While the pitching of the sopho
more sensations deserves a great
amount of credit for the Toreros vic
tories over the weekend, there is no
"I" in team and the Toreros will need
to play more consistently as a collec
tive unit going forward. "I believe that

the game of softball requires everyone
on the team to take care of their job,"
Tieszen said. "Personally, I always
want to make sure that I am doing my
part to help lead the team to success."
USD will attempt to gain a mea
sure of revenge when they host Nevada
Friday afternoon. At which time Ties
zen hopes that the team will be able
to "Put all our talent together; on the
field, on the mound, and at the plate",
and in her own words become "unstop
pable."

LEFT' Junior outfielder LaurenTomey follows through on a vicious swing. RIGHT: Sophomore infielder Kylie Ordos looks toward third base to get the sign from her coach.

Spring game has football team ready for future
By Ducote Contreras
The future looks bright for the
USD football team, the defending Pio
neer Football League champions. With
the PFL championship always on the
mind of the Toreros, this fall a berth in
the Football Championship Subdivision
playoffs is beginning to look like a pos
sibility as well.
Redshirt junior linebacker L.J.
Hughes is one of the many players hope
ful for next season. "There are several
things to look forward to going into the
fall," Hughes said, "including trying to
reach that goal of making it to the FCS
playoffs."
The Toreros ended spring football

earlier than most schools in the coun
try this year, culminating in the annual
spring football game at Torero Stadium
last Saturday.
Even with the departure of defen
sive stars like comerback A1 Rilwan Adeyemi and defensive end Mario Kum,
and defensive coordinator Jon Sunrall
finding himself on the sideline of Tulane
this coming season, the Toreros defense
made its point that it will still be a threat
to contend with come fall.
The first half of the spring game
featured a tough defense anchored up
front by junior defensive end Steve Gargiulo who continuously put pressure on
the Toreros quarterbacks. Gargiulo has
big shoes to fill with the graduation of
Kum. Gargiulo will find help from FCS
All-Academic redshirt sophomore de

fensive end Blake Oliaro. Oliaro found
himself named defensive player of the
week for the PFL twice last season.
The secondary hopes to not miss a
beattefter losing leader Adeyemi from
the back four, relying on senior standout
Fred Obi, who was featured at comerback during the spring game.
To round out the defense for the
Toreros is a linebacker core featuring
two sophomores, Una Hamala and a San
Diego local, Montell Allen.
After the game, Allen was ex
tremely confident in the coming season.
"All in all we expect nothing less than a
back-to-back Pioneer Football title," he
said, "And with how the Spring Game
went, this year's team has all the tools
to do so."
The first half of the spring game

ended with a glimmer of hope from the
offense in the form of a hail mary pass to
the end zone, only to be dropped.
The offense built off its late mo
mentum by beginning the second half
with a high-powered passing offense,
led by returning starting quarterback
Mason Mills.
Mills ended last season in the top25 of all FCS quarterbacks for quarter
back efficiency and looks to improve on
his numbers again this fall.
Mills found freshman wide receiver
Brandon White for two out of his four
touchdowns in the second half. The
Mills to White connection looks to be
key in the future for the Toreros pass of
fense.
Mills was able to find a pair of tight
ends, redshirt sophomore Andrew McK-

P

iel and redshirt junior Kyle Lokanc, for
his two other touchdown passes. The To
reros have a lot to look forward to with
their productive tight ends, especially
with the addition of junior Colin King,
who was hurt and could not play in the
spring game.
Setting up the passing attack for the
Toreros was the effective running game
featuring sophomore Kenny James and
junior J.P. Bolwahnn. James brought
excitement to the offense by being one
of the hardest players to bring down,
showcasing skills that will lead to high
yardage. The running back core for the
Toreros was one short, missing sopho
more star Sam Hoekstra to an injury.
The Toreros kick off their season
on Sept. 1 at Cal Poly University in San
Luis Obispo.
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Freshman point guard Christopher Anderson drives into the paint against Gonzaga on Feb. 25.

Toreros gaining confidence before WCC tourney
By Tyler Wilson
The youth on the Toreros men's
basketball team has been steadily im
proving and gaining confidence. They
have been noticeably better every
week, and with the West Coast Con
ference Tournament around the cor
ner, they have a chance to display just
how dangerous they can be.
"They are playing with so much
more confidence and are playing so
much harder defensively," head coach
Bill Grier said about his team's play as
of late. "I think they believe they can
beat anybody going into this tourna
ment. I think we are capable of being
a spoiler."
The way the Toreros played last
week against the Loyola Marymount
University Lions and the' Gonzaga
University Bulldogs, being a spoiler in
the WCC Tournament does not seem
so far-fetched.
"We are definitely confident,"
freshman guard Johnny Dee said. "We
feel that we can beat anyone in this
league."

USD certainly played that way in
their upset of LMU last Thursday in
Los Angeles and in their near upset of
Gonzaga last Saturday.
LMU, the fourth-place team in the
WCC with an 11-5 record in confer
ence play, was heavily favored to win
at home against USD. But the Toreros
youth spurred the upset, 60-57.
The game was tightly contested
through the first 14 minutes until the
Toreros opened up an eight-point lead.
They held this lead throughout the rest
of the half and went into the locker
room with a 28-22 advantage.
The Lions roared back in the sec
ond half and opened up a 43-38 lead
midway through the period. But then
the lone senior on the team, guard
Darian Norris, provided the necessary
leadership to get the Toreros back in
the game by hitting four 3-pointers in
the final 10 minutes.
The Toreros had a 58-57 lead with
15 seconds left when redshirt fresh
man center Simi Fajemisin was fouled
and hit two free throws to clinch the
victory.
"We might bend but we don't
break," Grier said. "We did that

against LMU the other night. LMU
kind of seized control of that game and
went up five, but we fought back."
With a victory against the Tore
ros and the Santa Clara University
Broncos the following Saturday, LMU
could have potentially secured the sec
ond seed in the WCC tournament. The
Toreros knew that the Lions would be
playing with extra intensity because
of this but still displayed the mental
toughness necessary to get the victory.
This mental toughness carried
over to the final home game of the
year against Gonzaga. Well, at .least
for the first 38 minutes of the game.
The atmosphere at the Jenny Craig
Pavilion was as hostile as it had been
all season, and the Toreros looked as
if they were poised to pull the upset
when forward Ken Rancifer hit a jump
shot to tie the game at 57-57 with
2:07 left. But Gonzaga's senior center
Robert Sacre made an open jump shot
with 1:51 remaining to put the Bull
dogs up for good. Redshirt freshman
forward John Sinis had a chance to
tie the game with 43 seconds left, but
his 3-point attempt rimmed out. USD
would not score another point in the

game and ended up losing 65-57.
"I think our guys felt coming in
the way we have been playing that if
we play with toughness and defend we
can beat them," Grier said. "We just
got a little bit away from the plan de
fensively down the stretch."
Besides getting away from the
defensive game plan, the Toreros shot
a horrid 46.7 percent from the freethrow line.
"That's the big difference in the
box score," Grier said. "I thought the
free throws were untimely misses."
The missed free throws proved
to be the biggest difference in the
game, as the Toreros missed eight free
throws and ended up losing the game
by the same amount.
Even though the Toreros lost,
they have grown as a team and have
developed a mental toughness that
was not present at the beginning of the
year. USD would come out flat to start
the second half of games, but against
Gonzaga and in their most recent
games, they have started the second
half of games with intensity. Against
the Bulldogs, the Toreros were down
six at halftime but went on a 9-3 run to

tie the game at 34-34 with 16 minutes
remaining.
"They have learned how to fight
through," Grier said. "Their mental
toughness is getting stronger. Against
a really good team like Gonzaga we
have to finish off. We did the right
things for 37 and a half, 38 minutes
but we just didn't finish it off."
The Toreros have certainly im
proved from the beginning of the
season and have the confidence after
last week's games to potentially scare
some teams in the WCC Tournament.
"We are going there to win it,"
Dee said. "We're not going there just
to make it to the second round."
With this mindset, the Toreros
very well might play the spoiler in the
conference tournament.
USD secured the No. 6 seed for
the WCC Tournament and will play
the No. 7 seed Pepperdine University
Waves in the second round of the tour
nament today at 8 p.m. in Las Vegas,
Nev.
"I feel like a lot of teams are go
ing to be nervous to play us in the
tournament," freshman guard Christo
pher Anderson said. "We are fighters."
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LEFT: Freshman point guard Christopher Anderson goes up for a layup. RIGHT: Freshman shooting guard Johnny Dee steals the ball late in the game.

